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A community 

partnership program to 

help keep your 

neighborhood safe 

from crime.  

 
Crime Prevention is everyone in El 
Cerrito’s responsibility. It’s important 
for you to develop good safety habits 
and practice crime prevention. 
 
By learning how criminals select    
targets and what environmental    
design tactics and prevention       
techniques can be used to discourage 
them, you can help  reduce crime in 
your neighborhood.   
 
When the community and the police 
work together as a team, the          
opportunity for crime to occur is 
greatly reduced.  
 
Our residents are the eyes and ears 
of our community. Your neighbors 
know you and your family, what type 
of car you drive, and when you will 
be away. Your neighbor could be the 
first to spot a burglar in your window 
or a strange car parked in your drive-
way.  
 

 
The El Cerrito Police Department is 
committed to service, safety, and     

enhancing the public trust through 
professionalism and leadership. 

 

Why Neighborhood Watch? El Cerrito Police Department 

Neighborhood Watch  
Program  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is a Neighborhood Watch Program?  

The Neighborhood Watch program is a crime 
prevention and community partnership de-
signed for El Cerrito’s residential neighbor-
hoods.  The program is sponsored by the El 
Cerrito Police Department and the Crime Pre-
vention Committee.  

A Neighborhood Watch group is an association 
of neighbors who look out for each other's fami-
lies and property, alert the police to any suspi-
cious activities or crime in progress, and work 
together to make their community a safer and 
better place to live. 
 
Neighborhood Watch is a great way to get to 
know your neighbors and increase the sense of 
safety and community in the area where you 
live.   
 
The Neighborhood Watch group works with the 
Police Department and learns crime prevention 
techniques.     



How do I form a Neighborhood 

Watch Group?  

Phase One - Getting Started  

Form a small group of interested neighbors 

as a planning committee to:  

Discuss needs and concerns of your 

neighborhood.            

Plan a Neighborhood Watch meeting.  

Pick a meeting location that can accom-

modate your neighbors and those with 

disabilities.    

Contact the Police Department and   

arrange for an officer and a member of 

the Crime Prevention Committee to  

attend the meeting.       

There is no prescribed size for a 

Neighborhood Watch group but it 

works best if it is limited to a one to two 

block area.  

Pick a day and time which maximizes 

neighborhood participation.  

Invite your neighbors to the meeting.  

Print fliers and personally reach out to 

those in your neighborhood.      

 

 

EL CERRITO POLICE DEPARTMENT — Neighborhood Watch Program  

Neighborhood Watch Meetings:  

Phase Two - Meetings  

Members of the El Cerrito Police Department 

and the Crime Prevention Committee can speak 

at your meeting.   

Topics of discussion include:  

Crime in your neighborhood.  

How to report suspicious activity. 

Crime prevention techniques including home 

and personal security.  

Operation Identification. 

How to arrange for a Home Security  

       Inspection.  

 

Neighborhood Watch meetings work best when 

the community communicates their concerns 

about crime.  The Police Department is at the 

meeting to listen to your concerns as well.       

 

Elect a Neighborhood Watch Captain:   

The Captain is responsible for:  

Making an effort to get everyone involved.  

Maintaining a roster and email list.  

Relaying information to group. 

Acting as a liaison to the Police Department. 

Organizing future meetings. 

 

Neighborhood Watch:  

Phase Three - Keeping it going:  

Involve everyone - Young and old, single or 
married, home owner or renter.  We all 
have a vested interest in safety. 
 
Be informed about crime in your  
neighborhood.  You can find more          
information at www.crimereports.com.  
You can also follow the Police Department 
at www.nixle.com.     
 
Communicate:  Let your neighbors know 
when you are going out of town or other 
pertinent information.   
 
Hold periodic meetings addressing crime 
or security issues in your neighborhood.   
 
Invite new neighbors into your group.  
 
Participate in National Night Out every  
August.  Find out more at the City of El 
Cerrito’s webpage @ www.el-cerrito.org 
 
 

A WORD OF CAUTION:  
As a Neighborhood Watch member, your 
responsibility is to call the police and      
report what you’ve seen - NOT to take   
action yourself.  If you observe a crime in 
progress, please call 911.   


