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Mayor and City Council
Karen Pinkos, City Manager
October 1, 2021
City Manager’s Update

On September 21, 2021, the City Council assigned the Human Relations Commission the task of
working with City staff to develop an Equity and Inclusion work plan for the community. The
City of El Cerrito has prided itself on being an inclusive and welcoming community throughout
its history, and indeed one of the key values in the City’s adopted Strategic Plan is that of
Inclusiveness and Respect for Diversity. Recently, with racial and social justice issues at the
forefront of many news events and government decisions, local governments have explored
ways to assist efforts to address long-delayed corrections in Equity for housing, environmental
justice, and safety programs. El Cerrito has responded to racial and social Equity issues in many
symbolic and public ways—sponsoring the annual Martin Luther King Jr. Day March,
establishing Loving Day, conducting virtual conversations about racism, responding to a hate
crime with the "Not In Our Town" campaign, celebrating Pride Month and flying the Pride flag,
participating in the Bay Area United Against Hate movement including the “El Cerrito Stands
United Against Hate” sign campaign, and in assisting in efforts to paint “Black Lives Matter”
along the Ohlone Greenway and raising a Black Lives Matter flag at City Hall.
However, our work in ensuring Equity in our community is only just beginning, and it is fitting
during these times to ensure that the City is incorporating our value of Inclusiveness and
Respect for Diversity in all of our endeavors. We must determine how the value of Inclusiveness
and Respect for Diversity underscores all that we do, and we must understand what Equity
means to ensure that it is incorporated into how the City does business and makes policy
decisions. Mayor Fadelli has proposed that Equity should be included as a consideration for
every City Council policy decision, so that City Council as well as staff view policies, programs,
and services through an Equity lens.
In order to ensure that the City Council, City staff, and the community are in agreement as to
how Equity should be considered within the internal City organization as well as externally
throughout the City, the City Council directed that an Equity and Inclusion Workplan be
developed by the Human Relations Commission and City staff to define, frame, and provide
guidance on Equity issues and our shared vision and value of Inclusiveness and Respect for
Diversity.
The City's Human Relations Commission (HRC) is a dynamic group of City volunteers that
develop positive human relations through education, encouragement of greater respect and
understanding between people, their equal opportunity rights under the law, and the
recognition of the racial, ethnic, religious and cultural diversity of the El Cerrito community. The
purpose of the HRC is to initiate educational and cultural programs and promote tolerance and
mutual respect between all people. The HRC has been deeply involved in the previously
mentioned public events and over the past year has engaged with the community on racial and
social justice issues, including hosting listening sessions for various groups to share their truth
and to unite against racially based violence and hate. The HRC is ideally positioned to be able to

lead the community in defining and creating an Equity framework, and to serve as the lead
group to provide a public forum for this work to be accomplished.
I am excited to work with the HRC on the Equity and Inclusion work plan. Not only am I a
former staff liaison to the HRC, but I have also been fortunate to be chosen as a Fellow for the
International City/County Management Association (ICMA) Leadership Institute on Race, Equity,
and Inclusion, and this initiative will be a perfect complement to all I am learning within the
ICMA cohort. Beginning at a future HRC meeting, I will discuss this project with the full
Commission to develop next steps, which will include community meetings or forums intended
to engage the public. I look forward to the thoughtful work and contributions of the entire
community—City Council, HRC, City staff, and the public—as we embark on this important
initiative. I encourage community members to attend future HRC meetings and to look for
opportunities to participate in developing the Equity and Inclusion work plan.
As always, please be safe, and take care of yourselves and each other.

Karen Pinkos
City Manager

CITY MANAGEMENT
COVID-19 Information – New Health Order re: Proof of Vaccination for High-Risk Businesses,
Third Dose of COVID-19 Vaccine (Booster Shots) Now Available, First Dose Vaccines Still
Available
Due to a high number of COVID-19 hospitalizations and cases in our community, Contra Costa
County is continuing to require masks in indoor public places for all people, regardless of
vaccination status. On Wednesday, September 22, 2021, Contra Costa County Health Services
(CCHS) issued Health Order No. HO-COVID19-57 which requires people to also show proof of
COVID-19 vaccination, or a negative test result, to go into businesses serving food and drinks and
fitness facilities. For additional information and to access a FAQ regarding this health order,
please visit: https://www.coronavirus.cchealth.org/health-orders.
CCHS is advising all individuals who are eligible for a booster shot to contact their healthcare
provider or local pharmacy for a booster dose. At this time, you must schedule an
appointment for a booster shot at Contra Costa Health Services (CCHS) vaccination sites as they
are not accepting walk-ins without an appointment for boosters yet. People with
qualifying immunocompromised conditions may also get a third dose of the Pfizer vaccine at
least 28 days after their second dose. If you are not sure if you qualify, please talk to your
healthcare provider. Below is a summary of eligibility of booster shots by type of vaccine:
Pfizer
Booster shots are available to the following people six months after their second dose of the
Pfizer vaccine:
• People who are 65 or older
• People who live in long-term care settings
• People who are 50 to 64 with underlying health conditions or who are at increased risk
of severe COVID-19 due to social inequities , including those from communities of color
• People who are 18 to 49 with underlying medical conditions
• People who are 18 to 64 and at increased risk of exposure to COVID-19 due to their job
or living situation
If you not sure if you qualify, talk to your health care provider, or ask yourself:
• Do you have an underlying condition that puts you at serious risk of COVID-19
complications?
• Do you work in a setting such as health care that puts you at greater risk for exposure to
COVID-19?
• Do you live in a congregate setting that puts you at greater risk for exposure to COVID19?

•

Do you live with someone who is at high risk for serious COVID-19 disease?

Moderna
Third doses of the Moderna vaccine are available to people with immunocompromised
conditions 28 days after their second dose. If you are not sure if you qualify, please talk to your
healthcare provider.
Johnson & Johnson
Booster shots are not available yet.
The City of El Cerrito continues to strongly encourage all
residents who are eligible to receive their first dose of the
COVID-19 vaccine to do so as soon as possible. Everyone
12 or older (regardless living or working within Contra
Costa County) can sign up to receive a vaccine.
To sign up for a freevaccination through the County, visit
https://covidvaccine.cchealth.org/COVIDVaccine/. For
more information about how to get vaccinated, please
visit:
https://www.coronavirus.cchealth.org/getvaccinated or call 833-829-2626 between 8:00am to 8:00pm seven days a week.
On Saturday, October 9, 2021, the El Cerrito NNACP is hosting a free COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic
from 10:00am – 2:00pm at St. Peter CME Church on 5324 Cypress Ave. Flu Shots will also be
available and refreshments will be served.
Earthquake California – Get the MyShake App
The California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) has launched the first ever statewide public
earthquake warning system, Earthquake Warning California. Californians can receive earthquake
warnings with the state’s free MyShake App, which can be downloaded on the Apple App Store
or Google Play on smartphones or tablets. The MyShake App is currently available in English and
Spanish, with other languages in the works. The technology links mobile devices with ground
sensors to send warnings to those in the nearby area when significant shaking is detected so that
individuals have a few extra moments to take protective actions, such as to drop, cover, and hold
on.
Earthquake Warning California also includes Android Earthquake Alerts that are built into new
and updated Android devices and Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEAs) for WEA-capable mobile
devices. Cal OES encourages individuals with WEA-capable mobile devices to still download the
MyShake App, since the MyShake App and Android Earthquake Alerts are issued when a
magnitude 4.5 earthquake is anticipated, while WEAs will alert users when a 5.0 magnitude
earthquake is expected.
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The MyShake App uses technology that includes seismic sensors located deep in the ground.
When shaking is detected, the system issues a warning to nearby mobile devices. For this reason,
MyShake App and Android Earthquake Alert users must set their app location settings to “always
on” to ensure they receive an earthquake warning even if the app isn’t open. The MyShake App
and Android Earthquake Alerts issue warnings when a 4.5 magnitude earthquake is anticipated,
while WEAs are sent when a 5.0 magnitude earthquake is expected. The length of warning
depends on a number of factors, including how big the earthquake is, how deep it started in the
earth, how close the seismic sensors are to each other, and how quickly the data can move from
the seismic sensors to MyShake users.
There may be times where an alert is issued
and no shaking is felt. Cal OES reminds
Californians to always react with the
assumption that shaking is about to occur
when they receive an alert. Do not take shelter
in a doorway, near glass windows, or large
structures that can be compromised in an
earthquake, such as freeway overpasses.
When you receive an earthquake warning alert
or start to feel shaking, be sure to drop, cover,
and hold on until shaking stops. When seeking
cover, make sure your entire body is
underneath a sturdy table or desk, or get down
near an interior wall or low-lying furniture that
will not topple over. If driving, safely pull over
to the side of the road and pull the parking
brake. With appropriate planning and
preparation, you can be one step ahead of an
earthquake, prevent injuries, and help build a
resilient community. To learn more about
Earthquake Warning California, the MyShake
App, or the other earthquake warning resources, visit www.earthquake.ca.gov.
El Cerrito Art Association 2021 Annual Art Show and Sale
Beginning Friday, October 1, 2021 through Sunday, October 3, visit the El Cerrito Art Association’s
annual art show and sale at the El Cerrito Community Center located at 7007 Moeser Lane.
Unframed art will be on sale. Saturday hours 11:00am – 5:00pm, Sunday hours 11:00am –
4:00pm. For more information, visit www.elcerritoart.org.
Chalk it Up, El Cerrito!
As part of October Arts Month, on Saturday, October 23, 2021 from 10:00am – 2:00pm on Manilla
Ave. between San Pablo Ave. and Kearney Street (between City Hall and the Public Safety
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Building), join your neighbors for a day of art-making, music and fun at El Cerrito’s first Chalk Art
Festival, brought to you by the El Cerrito Arts and Culture Commission. Chalk and plenty of room
for you to create will be provided, you bring your ideas and drawing skills! Draw right on the
street alongside professional chalk artists. Sing along and dance your chalk dust off with music
from The Tallest Kid in the Room.
Our Town Opens October 1 at the Civic Theatre
On Friday, October 1, 2021, the Contra Costa Civic Theatre is debuting Our Town, written by
Thornton Wilder. Our Town will run on Friday and Saturday nights at 7:30pm and Sundays at
2:00pm through Sunday, October 31. Adults - $35, Youth (ages 13-16) - $15. Proof of
vaccination required. For more information on this production and the 2021-2022 season,
please visit: https://ccct.org.

CITY CLERK
Teleconferencing Regulations and the Brown Act
On September 16, 2021, the Governor signed AB361 into law
which provides the ability for legislative bodies to continue
meeting under relaxed teleconferencing rules of the Brown Act.
This means that City Council and City Advisory Body meetings can
continue to meet fully remote, without a physical location
provided for in-person attendance. The relaxed rules can be
applied under any of the following circumstances:
1. The legislative body holds a meeting during a proclaimed state of emergency, and state
or local officials have imposed or recommended measures to promote social distancing.
2. The legislative body holds a meeting during a proclaimed state of emergency for the
purpose of determining, by majority vote, whether as a result of the emergency,
meeting in person would present imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees.
3. The legislative body holds a meeting during a proclaimed state of emergency and has
determined, by majority vote that, as a result of the emergency, meeting in person
would present imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees.
The City Council will be required to evaluate the continuation of remote meetings every 30 days
in order to continue meeting in this manner. Staff will request council take action at the first
meeting of the month to determine remote status for City Council meetings and meetings of City
Advisory Bodies for the upcoming 30-day period. At this time all public meetings held in the
month of October are anticipated to be held virtually.
Recent City Council Meeting Highlights
September 21, 2021 (Regular Meeting)
• Appointed Melissa Feudi (Urban Forest Committee) and Robert Travis Campbell
(Economic Development Committee)
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•
•
•

Recognized October as Hispanic Heritage Month and Suicide Prevention Awareness
month
Assigned the Human Relations Commission the task of working with staff to develop an
Equity and Inclusion workplan for the community
Held a study session on Boards, Commissions, and Committees

Upcoming City Council Meeting(s) (held via Zoom)
Tuesday, October 5, 2021 at 7:00pm
• Presentation by Contra Costa County District Attorney
• Fire Hazard Abatement Cost Hearing
• Master Fee Schedule Revision
• Local Campaign Contribution Limits Discussion
Tuesday, October 19, 2021 at 7:00pm
• Quarterly Cash and Investment Report
• Fire Hazard Abatement Cost Hearing
• RecycleMore SB1393 Memorandum of Understanding
Agenda materials and public comment instructions are available online at www.elcerrito.org/CouncilMeetingMaterials as well as video archives. For more information, please
contact the City Clerk at cityclerk@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or (510) 215-4305.
Update on City Advisory Bodies
City Council Study Session
On September 21, 2021 the City Council held a study session on
Boards, Commissions and Committees. Following a robust
discussion centered around committee regulations, term lengths
and limits, and the appointment and removal process. City Council
passed a resolution providing for removal of members who fail to
complete the training and filing requirements adopted by the City Council. In addition, the City
Council provided staff direction on several areas including:
-

Extending committee terms from two to three 4-year term limits
Requiring attendance at two meetings of the advisory body prior to application
Expanding requirements for ethics and orientation training to all advisory body
members
Developing advisory body specific questions for interview

Staff will return to City Council at an upcoming meeting with resolutions to implement the
changes requested.
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Regular Meeting Schedules
In planning for the eventual return of in person meetings, the City
Manager has made the decision that advisory bodies will no longer
meet in the Hillside Conference Room out of an abundance of
caution for public health conditions. When in person meeting
resume, regular meetings for all city advisory bodies will take place
in the Council Chambers at City Hall. With this change, some of the
regular meeting schedules have been modified to eliminate
conflicts. Up-to-date information is available on the City’s website.
For more information about City Advisory Bodies, please visit www.el-cerrito.org/Commissions
or contact the City Clerk at cityclerk@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or (510) 215-4305.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Building Permits
Through Thursday, September 29, 2021, 148 building permits were issued, 107 permits were
“finaled” (e.g. closed out) and 138 new permit applications were received. The backlog is being
steadily reduced and turnaround times are getting shorter. Building is continuing to work in soft
launch mode with eTrakIt. The Department is encouraging contractors to use eTrakit for simple
over-the-counter permits and are beginning to have them test the system to submit plans
requiring plan check. Once issues that arise in that process are resolved, eTrakIt will be opened
to the general public.
New Business Update
The Planning Division received an Administrative Use Permit application for Banter Wine located
at 10368 San Pablo Avenue (near Stockton). The proposed business concept is a wine bar with
small bites (charcuterie, salad, etc.) as well as retail wine. The applicant is also working with
Department of Alcohol Beverage Control (ABC) to secure an alcohol license.
The Building Division is reviewing permit applications for 1) an outdoor food truck/eating area at
10046 San Pablo Avenue, on the theater block; 2) tenant improvements for a small grocery store
at 11299 San Pablo Avenue (at Potrero); and 3) tenant improvements for Harbor Freight Tools at
11060 San Pablo Avenue. The building permit application for the hotel at 11645 San Pablo Avenue
is in for its final round of review before being ready for issuance.
Planning Commission Update
At the September 15, 2021 Planning Commission meeting, the Commission recommended that
the City Council adopt permanent Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) standards. This ordinance will
appear on the City Council’s November 2, 2021 agenda.
At the October 20, 2021 Planning Commission meeting, the Commission will consider a use
permit for a 2-story daycare center on a currently vacant lot at 729 Kearney Street; revisions to
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the approved project at 10919 San Pablo Avenue to modify the ground floor plan, reducing the
number of parking spaces; and Thresholds of Significance for Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT)
adopted by the Contra Costa Transportation Authority (CCTA) pursuant to the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
BART - El Cerrito Plaza Station Community Meeting on Tuesday, October 12
BART is hosting a meeting on Tuesday, October 12, 2021 at 6:00pm
regarding station access for existing riders. Construction of mixedincome housing is planned to begin at El Cerrito Plaza station in
approximately 2024. Early planning for the project has to do with
establishing parking replacement numbers and evaluating access
options for BART patrons. The meeting topics will include:
• Amount of BART rider parking included
in the development (minimum/maximum)
• An initial menu of strategies for riders getting to and from
BART without parking
• Other potential options for BART rider parking
Please scan the above QR code or visit www.bart.gov/beccap to
register for the Zoom meeting. To keep current with the project & station access planning, please
visit:
bart.gov/about/business/tod/el-cerrito-plaza bart.gov/beccap or el-cerrito.org/TOD.
New Development Update
The Planning Division is currently reviewing plans for a public storage facility at 1755 Eastshore
Boulevard; for a mixed-use development at 6501 Fairmont; and for a mixed-use development at
6115 Potrero with ground floor commercial.
1715 Elm Street: A Building Permit was issued early September to begin
construction on 14 new housing units and the relocation and restoration of an
existing historical structure. Staff has met with the new owners to discuss
project details and scheduling. In the coming weeks, the Building Division will
kick off pre-construction meetings with the construction/design team and a
project schedule will be shared with Council.
Mayfair: In 2020, Phase I of the Mayfair project broke ground and began construction on 156
market rate units along with 9,000 square foot ground floor commercial. Mayfair is heading into
the final stretch of construction this fall. Site work will continue around the building beginning
with Kearney Street, continuing to Cutting Blvd, and finishing on San Pablo Avenue. All work,
including the public art and sidewalk installations, are scheduled for December completion.
Phase II of the project is slated to break ground late 2022 and will include 69 affordable housing
units. BRIDGE Housing and the City are working together to secure funding from County and State

October 1, 2021

7

programs. City also started working closely with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) Main Street Program that committed $500,000 to the project in April 2021.
Request for Proposals: Soft Story Inventory
In 2020, the City of El Cerrito was awarded a $50,000 Soft-Story Retrofit Planning
Grant from the California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES),
through FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Grant Program. These funds were earmarked
to study soft-story properties, typically defined as multi-unit wood frame
residential buildings with soft weak or open front ground stories constructed
prior to January 1, 1978, that are at risk of failure. This month, the Community Development
Department will issue a Request for Proposals (RFP) to retain qualified engineers/consultants to
perform analyses, complete an inventory of soft-story residential buildings and develop
recommendations. Collecting this data will inform the City Council, residents and property
owners as well as help the City identify methods to ensure preservation of our existing housing
stock and minimize post-disaster community disruption. This grant supports strategies identified
in The City of El Cerrito – 2015-2023 Housing Element, Affordable Housing Strategy, General Plan
and Contra Costa County Hazard Mitigation Plan, Volume 2 – Planning Partner Annexes for the
purpose reducing risks to human life, structures, and infrastructure in the event of a powerful
earthquake.
COVID-19 Temporary Eviction Moratorium
The City of El Cerrito adopted a local Eviction Moratorium on March 25, 2020,
that applies to residential and commercial tenants. The State of California and
Contra Costa County also adopted Eviction Moratoriums that are set to expire
on September 30, 2021. El Cerrito residents/businesses will continue to remain
protected under the local Eviction Moratorium through the duration of the City’s
Local Emergency Declaration. Tenants will have six months to repay unpaid rent with the
repayment period beginning on May 1, 2022. Residential tenants are encouraged to apply for
financial assistance through the California COVID-19 Rent Relief Program by visiting
HousingIsKey.com or by contacting 833-430-2122 (toll free) daily between 7:00am and 7:00pm
In Contra Costa County, the following providers have partnered with the State to support tenants
and landlord needing to access funds:
o
o
o
o

Community Housing Development Corporation of North Richmond: (510) 215-2515
Northern California Land Trust: (510) 548-7878
Richmond Neighborhood Housing Services, Inc.: (510) 334-7750
SHELTER, Inc.: (925) 349-0571

Still have questions? The Contra Costa Housing Services Collaborative offers comprehensive
housing services, including tenant/landlord counseling as well as fair housing to County residents
at no cost. For legal consultation or representation, please contact Centro Legal at 510-437-1554.
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CA COVID-19 Rent Relief Program - Housing is Key Webinar
As part of the State of California partnership network - Richmond
Neighborhood Housing Services - is hosting an educational
webinar about the CA COVID-19 Rent Relief Program on Monday,
October 4, 2021 at 6:00pm. At this session, renters and property
owners will learn about program eligibility and the application
process. Click here to register.
New Housing Subsidy Service for Veterans in Contra Costa County
Shelter Inc.’s Supportive Services for Veteran Families (SSVF) Program is excited to announce new
funding to support a new housing subsidy service for veterans in Contra Costa County. The SSVF
Program will provide rental assistance payments to landlords on behalf of the Veteran household
for a period of 24-months to very low-income and extremely lowincomes. The rental assistance is at a fixed rate every month,
covering a certain percentage of the rent (35%), regardless of
changes in the Veteran household’s income or monthly rent
amount. SHELTER, Inc. is excited to now be able to offer this to SSVF
Participants as it expands the length of time and amount of rental
assistance applied, and allows Veterans more time to achieve long
term housing stability. This subsidy can also be combined with state and local housing subsidies.
If you know a Veteran who is homeless or at-risk of homelessness (i.e. behind on rent), please
have them reach out to SHELTER, Inc.’s SSVF program today at 925-957-7592 for assistance. For
additional information, please visit: https://forms.shelterinc.org/programs/ssvf.html.

FIRE
Calls for Service
The Fire Department responded to a total of 321 calls for service in September. On September
11, 2021, the Fire Department responded to a structure fire in the 200 block of Kenyon in the
community of Kensington. Fire was contained to the kitchen cabinets and a microwave was
damaged when some towels on top of the appliance were ignited from a halogen under-cabinet
light. Crews were also kept busy with the pole and transformer fires from the light rain during
the night of September 9 and again the weekend of September 18. Total recap of all the calls for
September 2021 are as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Fires:
30
Explosions/Ruptures:
0
Medicals:
118
Hazardous Conditions: 61
Service Calls:
82
Good Intent:
13
False Alarms:
17
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Statewide Wildfire Status
This year the Fire Department has deployed engines and personnel 19 times to eight different
complex fires throughout out the State and have contributed almost 8,000 personnel hours of
time. Most recent deployment for the OES engine was on Friday, September 24, 2021 where
the crew was dispatched to the Fawn Fire off Highway 5 above Redding. Due to cooling weather
and improved conditions, the crew returned later Monday night.
While the pace has slowed down, over 2.4 million
acres have still burned this year and over 3,500 homes
destroyed or damaged.
Vegetation Management
The Fire Department is continuing with the annual
residential vegetation inspections of properties in the
City, attempting to get 100% compliance before the
super critical late summer/fall heat and Diablo winds.
Fire Prevention is also working with contractors
performing abatements on various properties that failed to comply with the standards.
Vegetation Management Information is available at the Department’s website: www.elcerrito.org/402/Vegetation-Management.

POLICE
Police Department Awards Ceremony
On September 23, the ECPD recognized employees for their exceptional work in 2020.
• Corporal Stephanie Ware was recognized as the El Cerrito Police Officer of the Year.
• Elizabeth Lopez was recognized as the El Cerrito Professional Staff Member of the year.
• Sergeant Michael Hernandez, Detective
Ryan Trac, Detective Kenneth Hashimoto,
Officer Paul Cooper, and Officer Edward
Perales received the Unit Citation for their
extraordinary efforts to help agencies across
the county respond to demonstrations and
public disorder.
• Officer Stephanie Chan received the
Lifesaving Award after she successfully talked
a suicidal subject down from a freeway
overpass.
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Calls for Service
The El Cerrito Police Department (ECPD) handled 1,371 calls for service in September, as of
September 27, 2021. This averages out to over 50 calls for service each day. To learn more about
the types of crimes ECPD investigates on a weekly basis, sign up for our blotter at www.nixle.com.
Crime – Retail Theft
During September 2021, retail theft continued to be a big driver of calls for service. Often, store
employees call the police to report thefts as they happen. However, a store employee may only
see part of a crime while they coordinate with others to call the police. If you witness a theft in
one of our businesses, please consider checking in with staff and remaining available as a witness.
We all want our businesses to survive and thrive in El Cerrito.
Women Leaders in Law Enforcement
In the last week of September, five police employees attended the annual Women Leaders in Law
Enforcement (WLLE) Conference. The three-day event focused on training and seminars that are
specifically tailored to women police professionals and brings attendees from across the country.
This year, speakers included local (and formerly local) leaders like former El Cerrito Chief Sylvia
Moir, Fairfield Chief Deanna Cantrell, and former Oakland Chief Anne Kirkpatrick.

PUBLIC WORKS
Help Prepare for Rainy Season
With October arriving, it is time to start preparing for the rainy season. In El Cerrito, creeks and
culverts can overflow during periods of heavy rains and the City needs cooperation and
assistance from residents and businesses in assuring that the storm drain system functions
properly. Here are some tips on how the community can help:
•
•

•
•

If you have a creek on your property,
make sure that debris and vegetation
do not block the flow of water.
Make sure to not allow soil, trash, or
other materials in the storm gutter
area and never put or pour anything
other than storm water in the drain
inlet.
If you have a storm drain grate in the
street near your home or business,
check it frequently during heavy rains.
Make sure no trash or leaves block the grate. If you observe a catch basin that is not
draining or needs to be cleaned, contact Public Works at (510) 215-4369 or email
Maintenance@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.
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•

To prevent flooding from the street, the City provides up to ten (10) sandbags per
household before a storm hits or after it has arrived. The sand pile and bags are
available for El Cerrito and Kensington residents only and are available at the El Cerrito
Recycling + Environmental Resource Center (7501 Schmidt Lane). Please bring proof of
residency and check in with Recycling Staff.

If you have questions about storm drain system maintenance or need additional assistance,
please contact Public Works at (510) 215-4369 or email Maintenance@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.
Get Solar and Storage with Bay Area SunShares
The City of El Cerrito is again participating as an outreach
partner to support the Bay Area SunShares program.
SunShares provides a 15% discount on solar installations
and a 10% discount on home battery storage to all Bay Area
residents, in partnership with pre-vetted solar installers.
SunShares can also help community members Opt-Up to
100% renewable energy with MCE Clean Energy. Interested
residents can sign up at www.bayareasunshares.org to take advantage of the SunShares
discount and receive a free, zero commitment, solar proposal.
Over 900 Bay Area households have gone solar with SunShares. Whether the goal is to power
one’s home with clean energy or keep the lights on during PSPS events, SunShares may be able
to help. Signups are open from September 1 to November 30.
4th Annual Ride Electric at the Berkeley Farmers' Market
For National Drive Electric Week, the City of El Cerrito is again
partnering with the City of Berkeley and other agencies to
promote the 4th Annual Ride Electric event at the Berkeley
Farmers’ Market. Test drive new and used EVs, find eBikes for
commutes, recreation and hauling kids or cargo, talk to local EV
drivers and eBike riders, learn about credits, rebates, grants and
loans, and, enjoy lunch at the farmers' market. Masks required.
Saturday, October 2, 2021
11:00am – 3:00pm
Martin Luther King Jr. Civic Center Park
2151 Martin Luther King Junior Way, Berkeley, CA 94704
Learn more and register to attend the event at https://tinyurl.com/rideelectric.
Owners of plug-in vehicles interested in showcasing their car can register as an EV owner and
complete the survey at registration.
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Fall Citywide Garage Sale – Saturday, October 9
The City will be hosting the 2021 Fall Citywide Garage Sale on
Saturday, October 9, 2021 from 9:00am – 3:00pm. As in years past,
staff at the Recycling + Environmental Resource Center have
coordinated the host locations to create a map and advertise the
event. The map of garage sale locations is available at elcerrito.org/garagesale. For more information, please contact the
City’s Waste Prevention Specialist, Laurenteen Brazil, via email at
lbrazil@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or call (510) 215-4350.
During a Drought – Conserving Water, Caring for Trees
Governor Newsom has announced a state of emergency drought proclamation for 41 counties in
California, including Contra Costa County. These drought conditions will likely continue and
worsen during the warm dry summer months. EBMUD has also declared a Stage 1 drought
shortage and has asked customers to voluntarily begin reducing water use. To reduce water use
and minimize waste, residents and businesses are encouraged to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Adjust outdoor irrigation timers or manually water landscapes three times a week or
less, at dawn and dusk to avoid evaporation.
Check and repair leaks in toilets and irrigation systems.
Sign on to EBMUD’s web portal to set up leak alerts
and monitor water use.
Install a sustainable landscape. EBMUD offers rebates
for landscape redesigns and irrigation upgrades.
Consider skipping watering lawns during times of
drought.
Use a hose with a shut-off nozzle.
Use only recirculated water in decorative fountains.
Sweep sidewalks and driveways. If you must wash hard surfaces for sanitary reasons,
use a hose with a shut-off nozzle.
Prevent runoff into gutters, patios, walkways, driveways or streets while watering.
Continue to water trees as needed to protect the urban tree canopy, which helps
protect against other drought impacts.

The City is also doing its part to reduce water use, and adjusts irrigation timers and mulching
around stressed trees at City parks to retain moisture and reducing watering schedules at public
facilities. The City also works proactively to eliminate leaks. If you see an irrigation or
other water leak in El Cerrito parks, fields, and property, please report it to the City's Public Works
Department by calling (510) 215-4369 or by sending an email to maintenance@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.
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RECREATION
Fall 2021 rEC Guide Available Online
In-person classes and activities through the El Cerrito
Recreation Department have returned! Programs for all ages
are being offered at the Community Center and Swim Center,
as well as at El Cerrito Parks and Clubhouses. Fall programs
include Zumba, pottery, youth soccer, gymnastics, aquatics
programs, school-based childcare, and more. A full list of
programs can be found in the rECguide, including class
schedules, descriptions, fees, and details on how to register.
The rECguide is available online at https://www.elcerrito.org/656/Recreation-Brochure.
Pumpkin Splash – a Floating Pumpkin Patch
Instead of going to the same old pumpkin patch, take a dip in the pool and pick your pumpkin!
On Friday October 15, 2021 from 4:30pm – 7:00pm, the Activity Pool and Splash Park will be
open, plus the Low and High Diving Boards (first time this year)! Enjoy a hot chocolate bar, games,
and door prizes. Pre-registration is highly encouraged, especially if you would like to take a
pumpkin home with you. Drop-ins the day of are welcome (space permitting), and pumpkins will
be sold the day of until they are sold out! Price is $8 per adult 18 years old and over, $5 per youth
ages 1-17 years old, and under 1 years old are free. Pumpkins are $5 per
pumpkin.
Unity Day Celebration
This year Unity Day falls on Wednesday, October 20, 2021. Unity Day is
an international anti-bullying day that the City of El Cerrito’s Childcare
programs participate in each year. We encourage the community to join
us in wearing orange that day to show support towards ending bullying
around the world and in El Cerrito. Children in our various recreational
programs will engage in educational activities around the meaning of
Unity Day.
Cerrito Vista Tennis Courts Closed for Maintenance
The Tennis Courts at Cerrito Vista Park are currently closed for maintenance and tentatively
scheduled to reopen Saturday, October 9, 2021. Any changes to this closure timeline will be
posted at www.el-cerrito.org/sportsfacilities. Alternate courts are available for play and
reservation at Arlington, Canyon Trail, Castro, Harding, and Tassajara Parks. Reservations can be
made online at www.el-cerrito.org/onlinereg.
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Easy Ride Senior & Disabled Transportation Service
Easy Ride Senior and Disabled Transportation is a shuttle van service for seniors (65 and over)
and persons 18 and over with a disability who are El Cerrito residents. The program is funded by
Measure J Sales Tax. Registration in our Easy Ride Para-Transit program is required and must be
renewed annually. Registration information is available at https://www.el-cerrito.org/adult. For
more information, email recreation@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or call (510) 559-7000.
Easy Ride Senior Shopping Trips
Upcoming Easy Ride Senior Shopping Trips are scheduled for Tuesdays, October 19 and
November 16, 2021. Monthly door to door shuttle service to shopping locations outside El Cerrito
city limits are available to El Cerrito residents ages 65 and older who qualify for the Easy Ride
Senior & Disabled Transportation Service. Shopping locations include Costco, Target, Sprouts,
and Pacific East Mall/Ranch 99. For more information, email recreation@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or call
(510) 559-7000.
Contra Costa County Health Order
On Tuesday, September 14, 2021, Contra Costa County issued a new Health Order requiring
participants of certain indoor activities to show proof that they are fully vaccinated or have a
negative COVID-19 test result from the past three days. Effective Wednesday, September 22, all
program participants aged 12 and older are required to show one of the following before being
admitted into an indoor El Cerrito Recreation Department facility for any fitness/exercise classes,
or programs where people may remove their masks to eat or drink:
1. Vaccination Verification, in the form of:
• CDC vaccination record card
• A picture or a copy of your CDC card
• Documentation from your healthcare provider that you are fully vaccinated
• A personal digital COVID-19 vaccine record. If you were vaccinated in California, you can
download your record onto your smartphone by visiting
https://myvaccinerecord.cdph.ca.gov, OR
2. A negative COVID-19 test result received in the past three days
• Results must be dated, and from a nucleic acid (PCR) or antigen test that detects a
COVID-19 infection (results from at-home COVID-19 tests are not acceptable
documentation and should not be used for this purpose)
• A letter from your healthcare provider stating the result of your COVID-19 test and the
date the test was performed can also be used as proof.
In general, program participants must come prepared to show such documentation each time
they attend a class or program at an indoor El Cerrito Recreation facility, such as the Community
Center or a Clubhouse. Some instructors may keep a record of vaccinated participants, allowing
you to show vaccination verification at the start of your program session only. This will vary by
program, so please check with your instructor directly to determine if this is an option for you.
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As a reminder, all participants and visitors must wear a mask while in doors, regardless of
vaccination status. For more information on the Health Order, please visit
www.coronavirus.cchealth.org.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
The City is pleased to offer the following employment opportunities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Assistant Gymnastic Coach – Part-Time
Childcare Teacher – Part-Time
Human Resources Specialist
Lifeguard/Swim Instructor
Police Officer – Lateral and Academy Graduate
Police Officer – Recruit
Water Aerobics Instructor – Part-Time

For more information about the positions and how to apply, please visit: www.elcerrito.org/jobs.

ATTACHMENTS/FLYERS
•
•

El Cerrito Art Association 2021 Annual Art Show & Sale
Green Teams Flyer – October 16, 2021 Volunteer Event
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The City of El Cerrito Environmental Quality Committee Presents:

Clean up El Cerrito's Northern Entryways
Join El Cerrito's Green Teams as we clean up the northern entryways to
town. Let's keep trash from polluting our creeks and the Bay before the
winter rains and present visitors with a positive impression of our city.

Saturday, October 16, 2021
10:00am to 12:30pm
Meet at the corner of Key Route & Knott Avenue by BART parking lot.
All ages welcome (under 18 with guardian). Wear a hat and bring water. The Green Teams
supply tools, gloves, and bags.
RSVP is requested: 510-215-4350 or green@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us

