
Accessory 
Living Units
What is an accessory 
living unit?

What is the process 
for building an 
accessory living unit?

Where are accessory 
living units allowed?

An accessory living unit (also 
called an “inlaw unit” or 
“granny unit”) is a small 
second living unit on a 
residentially zoned property.  
Accessory living units have 
both cooking and bathing 
facilities and may be rented 
out, but the owner of the 
property must reside on the 
property.    

Accessory living units are 
allowed in all residential 
zoning districts (RS, RD and 
RM.)  All accessory living 
units must meet the standards 
outlined on this handout.      

You must first apply for an 
Accessory Living Unit Permit 
from the Planning Division.  
For this permit you must 
submit a site plan, floor plans, 
elevations and a copy of a 
recorded deed restriction.  If 
all the reqired materials are 
submitted, this application 
may be approved over the 
counter.  You may then apply 
for a building permit from the 
Building Division.  

Standards for Accessory Living Units
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•  Owner Occupancy
 The owner of an accessory unit must record a deed restriction with  
 the Contra Costa County Recorder’s Office stating that the owner  
 of the property will occupy either the primary living unit or 
 accessory living unit at all times.
  
•  Square Footage
 An accessory living unit shall not exceed 750 square feet or 40%  
 of the square footage of the primary living unit, whichever is less.   
 The Planning Commission may grant a Conditional Use Permit to  
 allow accessory units up to 1200 square feet or 75% of the   
 square footage of the primary living unit, whichever is less.  No  
 accessory living unit may be smaller than 150 square feet.  

•  Development Standards
 Accessory living units have the same zoning requirements   
 (setbacks, lot coverage, etc.) as the primary living unit.  Please refer  
 to the zoning handout for your particular zone for more informa 
 tion.  The height limit for detached accessory living units is 15 feet.   
 Accessory living units must be behind the primary living unit.   
 Two-story accessory living units must be located on the rear half  
 of the property.  Accessory Living units must have their own private  
 exterior entrance.

•  Architectural Compatibility
 Accessory living units must be architecturally compatible with  
 the primary living unit.  

•  Parking
 Accessory living units must provide one covered or uncovered  
 parking space in addition to the required parking for the primary  
 living unit (2 covered spaces in single-family residential zones.)   
 The additional space for the accessory living unit may be in tandem  
 with the required parking for the primary living unit.

•  Utility Meters
 Accessory living units may not have separate utility meters.

•  Addresses
 Accessory living units may not have separate addresses or   
 fractional addresses (e.g. 246½.) 

•  Exceptions
 Exceptions to square footage, parking, architectural compatibility,  
 and development standards can be granted by the Planning 
 Commission or by the Zoning Administrator in some circumstances.   
 Please see the Planning Division for more information.  


