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El Cerrito’s Centennial Year

T

HIS YEAR, EL CERRITO celebrates
100 years of cityhood! Throughout
the year, the City, the El Cerrito
Historical Society, El Cerrito Trail
Trekkers, schools, churches, and other
groups will host talks, hikes, and events
celebrating the City’s history and culture. This is an opportunity to find out
about the many people, businesses, and
organizations who have contributed to
El Cerrito’s identity and quality of life.

For a list of the many events this spring,
see pages 2–4. Details are available at
www.elcerrito100.org. The centennial
webpage also includes information on
other events, including the “Big Bash
Weekend,” a community, centennial celebration on September 15–17. Save the date
and check the webpage p
 eriodically. More
information will be added as it becomes
available.
To volunteer to help at any of these
events, use the online sign-up form or
call 215-4318.
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HISTORY OF EL CERRITO

The Huchiun people lived in the
Bay Area for many centuries. These
Native Americans, members of the
Ohlone Tribe, were here about
4,000 years ago.
While exploring the eastern shore
of San Francisco Bay in 1772, Spanish
explorer Lt. Pedro Fages (the second
governor of California) gave today’s
Albany Hill the name Serrito (sic) de
San Antonio de Padua (cerrito is Spanish
for little hill).
In 1823, the Mexican Republic issued
a provisional grant of over 17,000 acres
in the West County area to Francisco
Castro. It was finalized in 1834. His son
Victor, who married Luisa Martinez,
built the first non-native home in
El Cerrito.
In 1917, the unincorporated areas of Stege
Junction and Rust voted to incorporate,
establishing the City of El Cerrito. Two
smaller communities were also included in
the new town: Schmidtville and Schindler.
The vote to incorporate was 158 in favor
and 131 opposed. A significant percentage
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Fairmont School, site of the first City
Council meeting, was built in 1905.

Above: El Cerrito’s first officials
Below: The El Cerrito Police and Fire
Departments, shown in front of the 1926
City Hall building.
PHOTOS: EL CERRITO HISTORICAL SOCIETY COLLECTION

of the opposition is believed to have been
owners and workers at the two quarries
in town, who rightly feared that incorporation would lead the City to expand and
cause the quarries to close. William Huber,
a young lawyer who led the supporters
of incorporation, proposed the name
El Cerrito, based on Cerrito Hill as the
most prominent area landmark. Estimated
population at this time was about 1,400.
The City incorporated on August 23,
1917. Five men were elected to a Board
of Trustees which became the City
Council, and a part-time City Clerk and
part-time Treasurer were elected. The
first meeting of the council was held at
Fairmont School.

The City of El Cerrito serves, leads and supports our diverse and transit-rich community by providing exemplary and innovative
services, public places and infrastructure, ensuring public safety and creating an economically and environmentally sustainable future.

UPCOMING EVENTS
CENTENNIAL
YEAR
El Cerrito is celebrating
its 100th anniversary
as a city this year! Our
rich history has contributed to the City’s identity and quality
of life and there is much to be proud of.
The City’s Centennial Celebration Planning
Task Force has found many ways to celebrate this historic anniversary, some
hosted by the City, others by community
groups. For more details about centennial
events, please visit www.elcerrito100.org
or call 215-4318 to request a copy of
the Centennial events listing.
CENTENNIAL
PASSPORT ACTIVITIES
Get to know your City!
Pick up your free keepsake Centennial Pass
port at any centennial
event. Passport events
are those shown with
a passport stamp
logo next to the title.
Get your passport
stamped each time
you attend a passport event. At the
end of the year, you can
passport activities
enter a contest to win 2prizes!
For more details, call 215-4318.

Through April 13
FREE INCOME TAX
PREPARATION
AARP Tax Aide
Service (e-file only)
offers tax preparation
help to people of
limited or moderate
income in Contra
Costa County. Call
559-7677 to make
2 AARP tax help
an appointment.
When: By appointment only.
Mondays, Wednesdays, and
Thursdays, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Open House Senior Center
6500 Stockton Ave.

March 7-14
ARBOR WEEK
Visit the City’s website or call 215-4350
to find out more about local Arbor
Week events.

Thursday, April 14
REGISTRATION DUE
FOR CITYWIDE GARAGE SALE
Join in an El Cerrito
tradition by participating in the Spring
Citywide Garage Sale.
Register with the City
to be included in the
advertising, then hold
your sale as part of
the citywide event on
Garage
Saturday, May 20. It’s a 2great
waysale
to get
rid of clutter, promote re-use, and get
to know your neighbors! A map with a
brief description of all registered locations
will be available one week before the sale.
Register online at www.el-cerrito.org/
garagesale or pick up a mail-in form at
City Hall, the Community Center, or the
Recycling Center. For more information,
call 215-4350.
When: Register by April 14 at 4 p.m.
Garage Sale, May 20,
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Various locations in El Cerrito

Saturday, April 15
CENTENNIAL
SPRING EGG HUNT
For over seventy years, children have
delighted in the Spring Egg Hunt! Be sure
to arrive on time, as the hunt for candy
and treats is over within minutes! Then,
stay and play in beautiful Arlington Park.
If you have questions or to donate to the
event, email hlong@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.
When: 10 a.m. sharp
Where: Arlington Park
1120 Arlington Blvd.

Thursday, April 20
CALIFORNIA POET
LAUREATE, DANA GIOIA
As part of a 58-county tour, California
Poet Laureate, Dana Gioia will host a
poetry event in El Cerrito! Free. All ages
welcome.
When: 6:30 p.m.
Where: El Cerrito Library
6501 Stockton Ave

Saturday, April 22
EARTH DAY
WORK PARTIES & LUNCH
Help beautify your neighborhood and
the community by joining one of the Earth
Day work parties to be held at several
locations around town. Work will be
followed by a free lunch at the Community
Center. Contact us if you have an idea
for a project or would like to get involved
as a site leader. For more information
or to register, call 215-4350 or visit
www.el-cerrito.org/earthday. Centennial
passports will be stamped at the lunch.
When: Work parties, 9 a.m. to noon
Lunch, noon to 1:30 p.m.
Where: Work parties at various
locations; Lunch at the
El Cerrito Community Center
7007 Moeser Lane

Monday, April 24
DYNAMO GOLF
SCRAMBLE FUNDRAISER
All levels of play
welcome at the 20th
annual Golf Scramble.
Registration is $135
per person or a foursome for $500. Fee
includes a cart,
18-hole game, lunch,
and awards. Proceeds
4004 golf scramble
benefit the Recreation Department’s
David
Hunter Youth Memorial Scholarship Fund
and the Open House Senior Center. Call
the Recreation Department at 559-7000
for more details.
When: 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Where: Mira Vista Golf & Country Club
7901 Cutting Blvd.
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Sunday, May 7
BRINGING BACK
THE NATIVES
GARDEN TOUR
For more than ten
years, Bringing
Back the Natives
Garden Tour has
3 Natives
provided an opportunity to see and
learn about beautiful, pesticide-free,
water-conserving, native plant gardens
that provide habitat for native birds,
bees, and butterflies. Space is limited
and registration is required. Register
at www.bringingbackthenatives.net.
For details, email Kathy Kramer at 
kathy@kathykramerconsulting.net
or call 236-9558.
When: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Where: Various Alameda and
Contra Costa locations

Saturday, May 20
PUBLIC SAFETY DAY
Meet firefighters and police officers, see a
display of vehicles, and tour the stations.
When: 1 to 3 p.m.
Where: Public Safety Building
(Police and Fire)
10900 San Pablo Ave.
Fire Station 72 (Fire Dept. only)
1520 Arlington Blvd.

Sunday, May 21
HILLSIDE FESTIVAL
This free event includes nature
walks, hikes, a “pop-up” bike park,
music, and poetry. Talks and displays
all around the Hillside Natural Area will
explain the history of Native Americans
in El Cerrito and the east bay, the Anza
Expedition of 1776, life in El Cerrito
during its earliest days, and other topics.
Presented by the City’s Environmental
Quality Committee, El Cerrito Trail
Trekkers, El Cerrito Historical Society,
Friends of Five Creeks, and the El Cerrito
High School Mountain Bike Team. Visit
www.ectrailtrekkers.org for details.
When: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Where: Hillside Natural Area
7451 Schmidt Lane
(in the meadow above the
Schmidt Lane entrance)
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Saturday, June 3
CENTENNIAL
COMMUNITY WATER
SAFETY DAY

Tuesday, June 20
LAW ENFORCEMENT
TORCH RUN

Free 25-minute swim lesson for children
and adults, starting at 10 a.m. Lesson is
limited to 100 people so pre-registration
is encouraged. To register, go online to
www.el-cerrito.org/onlinereg (activity
#223115). Later that day, there will be
a free recreational swim, 12:20 to 2 p.m.
Recreational swim is limited by pool
capacity so please come early!

Cheer members of the
El Cerrito Police
Department as they
carry the Special
Olympics of Northern
California torch along
San Pablo Avenue.
More information
available on the City’s
3 Torch run
website about a week prior
to the event.

When: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Where: El Cerrito Swim Center
7007 Moeser Lane

When: To be determined
Where: City Hall
10890 San Pablo Ave.

Sunday, June 11
LOVING DAY
CELEBRATION
Attend the second annual Loving Day
event celebrating the 1967 Supreme
Court ruling (Loving v. Virginia) outlawing
bans on interracial marriage in the United
States. There will be entertainment and
family-friendly activities. Hosted by the
Human Relations Commission (HRC),
working to recognize the racial, ethnic,
religious, and cultural diversity of the
El Cerrito community. For more information, go to www.el-cerrito.org/
LovingDay or call 215-4302.
When: To be determined
Where: City Hall, 10890 San Pablo Ave.

June 10 and 11
CENTENNIAL PICKLEBALL
TOURNAMENT
Pickleball is a paddle
sport that combines
elements of tennis,
badminton and pingpong. Test your skills
in this tournament
for all ages! Call the
Open House Senior
Center at 559-7677
to register.
3 Pickleball
When: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: ECHS Tennis Courts
540 Ashbury Ave.

Monday, June 12
SUMMER CAMP BEGINS!
Last day of school for WCCUSD students
is June 8. Register now for summer
camps.

Monday, July 3
CENTENNIAL FOURTH OF JULY
PREVIEW CONCERT
Hosted by the City of
El Cerrito, worldOne
Radio and our
generous sponsors.
Performers to be
announced later in
the year.
Where: Cerrito
Vista Park
3 Concert
950 Pomona Ave.

Tuesday, July 4
CENTENNIAL FOURTH
OF JULY CELEBRATION
Free, family-friendly event presented by
the City of El Cerrito, worldOne Radio
and our generous sponsors. Call the
Recreation Dept. at 559-7000 or visit
www.el-cerrito.org/July4 for information
about becoming a vendor or sponsor at
El Cerrito’s largest annual event.
When: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Where: Cerrito Vista Park
950 Pomona Ave.
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T

of El Cerrito is currently
working on development of an
Affordable Housing Strategy. The
Strategy will largely focus on the San
Pablo Avenue Specific Plan area, where
the majority of new housing will be
developed, but will also include policies
applicable citywide. The goal of the
strategy is to identify proactive programs
and policies to advance the City’s Housing
Element goal of preserving and expanding
housing opportunities for households of all
income levels. The Strategy will document
existing affordable housing policies and
resources, identify gaps, provide examples
of best practices, and propose ways for the
City to meet affordable housing needs.
HE CITY

The City is soliciting input from residents
and stakeholders at community workshops designed to illustrate the range of
affordable housing policies and programs
being considered. For more information
or to be notified of upcoming meetings,
contact Katherine Ahlquist at 215-4361
or kahlquist@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or visit
the City website at www.el-cerrito.org/
AffordableHousing.

VAN METER WILLIAMS POLLACK ARCHITECTS

Affordable
Housing Strategy

Construction Starts on Hana Gardens
EDEN HOUSING, INC. recently started
construction on Hana Gardens, a
63-unit, affordable, senior housing community with ground-floor commercial
space, a public plaza, and a Japanese
Heritage Garden. The development
is located on San Pablo Avenue, next
door to City Hall, at the site of the
former Tradeway Furniture store. This
property was acquired for affordable
housing by the City’s former Redevelopment Agency, with funding from

s everal sources and support from the
City of El Cerrito. Construction is estimated to take 17 months with leasing
set to begin in summer of 2018.
For more information, please visit the
City website at www.el-cerrito.org/
HanaGardens or contact Community
Development Analyst Katherine
Ahlquist by calling 215-4361 or emailing kahlquist@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.

More Centennial Passport events
more centennial celebration talks, tours, walks, and events
happening this spring.

HERE ARE SOME

March
CENTENNIAL
EVENTS
◾◾ Saturday, March 11— Stege
Sanitary District open house
◾◾ Saturday, March 11—Fairmont
PTA’s Red Carpet silent auction
◾◾ Wednesday, March 15—
Korematsu Middle School
tour and concert
◾◾ Saturday, March 18—
“Architecture in the Flatlands,”
walking tour with the El Cerrito
Historical Society and the
El Cerrito Trail Trekkers
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◾◾ Saturday, March 18—Lunafest
Film Festival, a fundraiser for the
Breast Cancer Fund and El Cerrito
High School’s IT Academy

April
CENTENNIAL
EVENTS
◾◾ Saturday, April 11— Stege
Sanitary District open house
◾◾ Wednesday, April 19–“El Cerrito
High Athletics, A History of
Victory,” talk with Larry Quirico,
presented by the El Cerrito
Historical Society
◾◾ Saturday, April 29—Friends of
the El Cerrito Library Book Sale
◾◾ Saturday, April 29—Tour of the
El Cerrito Library

May
CENTENNIAL
EVENTS
◾◾ Thursday, May 11— Supervisor
Gioia open house and affordable
housing display
◾◾ Sunday, May 21— Community
worship service and reception,
hosted by St. Jerome Catholic
Church
◾◾ Tuesday, May 23— Tour of
Cameron School and ice cream
social
◾◾ Tuesday, May 30—Talk and tour
of Camp Herms, hosted by the
El Cerrito Historical Society.
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Mayfair Site Development

T

HE MAYFAIR SITE, three parcels
adjacent to the El Cerrito Del Norte
BART Station, has been designated for
transit-oriented development (or “TOD”).

In 2016, the City undertook a two-step
qualifications and proposal process to
select a development team for the approxi
mately 1.5 acre site at the intersection of
San Pablo Avenue and Cutting Boulevard.
The Mayfair site was previously acquired
by the City’s former Redevelopment
Agency to help catalyze development in
the City’s uptown area.
The City received 11 responses to its
Request for Qualifications. Based on the

quality of their proposal and site plan,
the backgrounds of development team
members, and the inclusion of 30%
affordable housing, the City Council
entered into an Exclusive Negotiating
Rights Agreement (or “ENRA”) with
the development team of Holliday
Development and BRIDGE Housing at
a City Council meeting in July of last
year. The Holliday and BRIDGE team
proposal includes a total of 223 rental
units, including 67 units designated as
affordable to low or very low income
households, and approximately 10,500
square feet of ground floor commercial

space. The project is designed to
complement the existing neighborhood
and BART station, provide a variety of
new housing, and include public open
space and public art. Public hearings with
the Design Review Board and Planning
Commission will be scheduled in the
coming months.
For more information, please visit the
City website at www.el-cerrito.org/
Mayfair, or contact Community
Development Analyst Katherine Ahlquist
at kahlquist@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us
or 215-4361.

Wall of Fame
Wall of Fame, located
in the El Cerrito City Hall, recognizes
residents who have made significant
contributions to the community over
an extended period of time. The first
honoree was Sundar Shadi in 1990
and the most recent was David Weinstein, an advocate for open space in
El Cerrito and a founder of the Friends
of Cerrito Theater.

THE EL CERRITO

Visit the Wall of Fame inside City Hall
to learn more about the honorees who
have helped make El Cerrito a great
community!
PROFILE: MARVIN COLLINS

In 1995, Marvin Edward Collins was
selected for the Wall of Fame in recognition of his involvement in a great
many community service projects and

his lasting contribution
to the post-World War II
building boom in the
East Bay.
Collins was born in South
Dakota in 1914 and came
to California during the
Great Depression. A skilled
Marvin Collins in his office, 1986.
carpenter, he started
his own contracting firm
Collins also was a contributor to many
and played a big part in the building
civic projects as a member and presiboom in the East Bay in the years after
dent of the Rotary Club of El Cerrito
World War II. His firm built the foland as board president of the Mira
lowing schools: Fairmont, Madera and
Vista Country Club in El Cerrito.
St. Jerome (in El Cerrito); Thornhill and
King (in Oakland); and Verde School
His wife, Marge, was also an active
(in Richmond). He also built several
community member. She served on the
branches of the Mechanics Bank; the
El Cerrito City Council, including a term
Carnation Milk facility in West Oakland;
as mayor in 1981.
the state Department of Health facility
Marv Collins passed away in June,
in Berkeley; Travalini Furniture, Pastime
2013 at the age of 99. His firm, Marvin
Hardware, and much of the
Collins Construction, located in
El Cerrito Plaza shopping cenHercules, is still active in the Bay Area.
ter in El Cerrito; the El Portal
shopping center in San Pablo;
To nominate an El Cerrito resident to the
and a great many large and
Wall of Fame, submit an application by
small apartment houses
March 15. The application and guidelines for
throughout the east bay. He
nomination and selection are available from
participated in almost 1,500
Cheryl Morse, City Clerk, at 215-4305 or
projects over 40 years.
cmorse@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.
Marvin Collins hands over the keys
to the Arlington Firehouse, 1948
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Park Improvement Projects

T

several grants, the
City will begin work on three
exciting, new park projects in
2017: improvements to Fairmont Park,
trail signage for the Hillside Natural
Area, and the Ohlone Greenway
Pedestrian and Bicycle Wayfinding
and Amenities Project.
HANKS TO

Following the recommendation of the
City’s Park and Recreation Commission,
the City will use funds from the East Bay
Regional Parks District’s Measure WW
to begin work on Fairmont Park improve
ments and the Hillside Natural Area
Signage improvements. Both were
designated pilot projects in the Urban
Greening Plan, adopted by the City

Council in 2015. To see the
Urban Greening Plan, please
visit www.el-cerrito.org/
urbangreening.
The Ohlone Greenway Pedes
trian and Bicycle Wayfinding
and Amenities Project is funded
through the Contra Costa Trans
portation Authority’s Measure J,
Transportation for Livable
Communities, and the California
Affordable Housing and Sustain
able Communities Program. The
project is part of the Ohlone
Greenway Master Plan, adopted
by the City Council in 2009. It
will build on previous Greenway
projects, such as the Natural

The Ohlone Greenway is a popular, multiuse trail
running under the BART tracks in El Cerrito.

Street Paving Award
the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) pre
sented El Cerrito with an award for
the best overall pavement management
strategy of any jurisdiction in the
Bay Area. Additionally, MTC noted
El Cerrito has the third highest Pavement Condition Index (PCI) score
in the region, only one point behind
the two highest cities.

IN LATE 2016,

The PCI rates streets on a 100-point
scale, with failed streets at 0 and
excellent streets at 100. In 2015,
El Cerrito’s average PCI score was 84
while the regional average was 67.
Prior to 2008, the City faced a backlog
of street maintenance and repairs and
had one of the lowest PCI scores in the
Bay Area (about 52 in 2007). Thanks
to voter approval of Measure A, the
El Cerrito Pothole Repair, Local Street
Improvement, and Maintenance
Measure, passed in February 2008,
the City of El Cerrito was able to carry
out an intensive, comprehensive street
pavement repair and maintenance
program that repaired or resurfaced at
least 70% of local streets between
2008 and 2011.
The City has been rated one of the
top three Bay Area cities for pavement
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conditions in each of the last three
years. With the completion of many
projects in 2015, approximately 95 percent of all city street segments have been
treated. The City also has an on-going
street maintenance and rehabilitation
program to ensure that the pavements
remain in good condition. The 2016
project, still underway, addresses curb
ramp, patch paving, and crack sealing
on segments of Arlington Boulevard,
Fairmount Avenue, Lexington Avenue,
Norvell Street, Schmidt Lane, and
Stockton Avenue. A full-width microsurfacing treatment will be completed this
spring, once the concentrated rainy season is over and the weather warms up.

Area and Rain Garden Project south of
Fairmount Avenue, constructed in 2015.
To see the Ohlone Greenway Master
Plan, please visit www.el-cerrito.org/
OhloneMP.
Public meetings on these projects will be
held in the spring. Please visit the City’s
website at www.el-cerrito.org/cip for
more information, including dates and
details on the meetings.

El Cerrito
Election Results

L

AST NOVEMBER, voters elected
Rochelle Pardue-Okimoto, Greg
Lyman and Paul Fadelli to the
El Cerrito Council.

Also on the ballot was the Safe, Modern
El Cerrito Library Project Bond Measure
(Measure B) to approve issuance of
$30 million in general obligation bonds
to fund construction of a safe, modern
El Cerrito library. Although 62.96% of
voters supported the bond measure, it
did not get the two-thirds needed to pass.
Therefore, the City will not issue bonds
for the construction of a new library
at this time.
The City will continue to work with the
community to find a way to address the
need to replace the 67 year old El Cerrito
Library with a safe, energy efficient,
21st century library.

Crews install a curb ramp as part of the
2016 paving project.

For countywide results on the November
2016 election, visit the County’s website at
www.cocovote.us/current-election.
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Benefits of Building Permits
for Your Construction Projects

T

Reduce Fire Risk
in California
should prepare for wildfires. By
following vegetation management
guidelines, property owners can
reduce the speed that a fire could
grow in an effort to protect their own
home and the homes around them.

ALL HOMEOWNERS

The Fire Department can assist
homeowners in planning and
developing a defensible space
against wildfires. Pick up a copy of
the Defensible Space brochure at any
El Cerrito/Kensington Fire Station,
or from www.el-cerrito.org/fire/
prevention.
For additional guidance in resolving
fire hazards, contact Fire Prevention Officer, Captain Joe Gagne at
215-4457 or go online to CAL
FIRE at www.ReadyForWildfire.org.

HERE ARE MANY reasons to obtain
a permit from the City’s Building
Division for your construction
or remodeling project. To begin with,
California State law requires a permit
when you alter, repair, enlarge, improve,
or convert any residential or commercial
building or structure. This includes
projects such as changing a room size
or undertaking electrical, mechanical, or
plumbing work.

But there are other benefits as well.
For example, the permit and inspection
process helps to ensure that the work
done meets minimum standards for
structural, life/safety, accessibility,
energy efficiency, sustainability, water
conservation, and storm water run-off.
By improving your properties with a
permit, you enhance property values
and help keep home insurance rates
lower. Finally, permits benefit your family,
guests, tenants, and business patrons
by creating a safe environment.
Detached residential accessory structures
of 120 square feet or less usually do not
need a building permit or inspection,
although you must inform the Building
and Planning Division of the project
and construction must still be in compliance with State Codes. Most interior
finish work does not need a permit or
inspection either. This includes tasks

City Receives High Bond Ratings

I

N 2016, the City refinanced both its
Measure A bonds for Street Improvement (issued in 2008) and its lease
revenue bonds funding the City Hall
Project (issued in 2006). Refinancing these
two sets of bonds will save the City more
than $1.7 million over the next 20 years.
The savings is due in part to the City’s
high bond credit rating because a higher
rating lowers borrowing costs.

Standard & Poor’s (S&P) assessed the
City’s bond credit rating during the
refinancing process. A government’s
bond credit rating represents the credit
worthiness of its bonds, with investment
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professionals using the rating to assess
the likelihood that bond debt will be
repaid. S&P carefully reviewed the
City’s fiscal performance, annual audit,
budgets, financial policies, and procedures. They affirmed the AA– rating
on the sales tax revenue refunding the
Measure A bonds and reaffirmed the
City’s A+ rating on the Certificates of
Participation (COP) refunding the 2006
City Hall Project lease revenue bonds.
The savings will go towards increasing
the City’s General Fund Reserves and
additional street and sidewalk work.

7 Permits

such as painting, wallpapering, tiling,
carpeting, and changes to cabinets or
countertops.
A building permit fee is charged to
cover the time spent on your project by
qualified and trained staff members. The
City’s inspectors have broad experience
and training in accepted and approved
materials and proper construction
techniques. In addition to enforcing
the latest codes, they make sure that
the work performed adheres to the
approved plans and set construction
standards that are consistent with those
of surrounding cities.
In 2016, the City’s Building and Planning
Division issued 98 commercial and 1,067
residential building permits for work
valued at a total of over $22 million.
Projects included large and small tenant
improvements, residential additions,
residential remodels, new homes, solar
panel installations, electrical work,
reroofing, water heater replacements,
furnace replacements, and seismic
strengthening.
If you would like more information about
the permit process or are thinking about
improvements to your property, visit
the City’s Building and Planning Division
counter at City Hall during business
hours, call the department at 215-4360
or email building@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.
We will be happy to assist you!
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City Hall Holidays (office closed):
	Memorial Day, May 29
City Council regular meetings:
	March 7 and 21
April 4 and 18
May 2 and 16
June 6 and 20
Regular Council meetings are held on the
first and third Tuesdays of each month at
City Hall, 10890 San P
 ablo Ave. Schedules
are subject to change; check the website
for updates. Regular Council meetings
are broadcast live on Comcast Cable
channel 28 and KECG, 88.1 FM radio.
To watch meetings online, go online
to www.el-cerrito.org and click on the
“Streaming Media” link.
The City Council meeting agenda packet
is available at least three days prior
to each City Council meeting at:
http://www.el-cerrito.org/archive.

CITY HALL
(All area codes 510)
10890 San Pablo Ave.
City Management
City Clerk
215-4305
City Council
215-4305
City Manager
215-4300
Human Resources
215-4315
Community Development Department
Building
215-4360
Code Enforcement
215-4363
Planning
215-4362
Economic Development
215-4361
Housing
215-4362
Finance

215-4310

Public Works
After-Hours Emergency 233-1214, then 2
Corporation Yard
215-4369
Engineering
215-4382
Maintenance
215-4369
Recycling & Waste Management 215-4350
Recycling + Environmental Resource Center
7501 Schmidt Lane
Community Center, 7007 Moeser Lane
Recreation Department
559-7000
Park/Facility Rentals
559-7004
Swim Center
559-7011
The Open House Senior Center
6500 Stockton Ave.
Senior Services
559-7677
Public Safety Building
10900 San Pablo Ave.
Emergency
Police / Fire/Medical
Dispatch
Fire Administration
Police Administration

911
233-1214, then 2
215-4450
215-4400

Earth Day
Celebration

J

OIN AN Earth Day work party and
help to clean up El Cerrito. Each year
in April, the City celebrates Earth Day
with a morning of volunteer work parties,
followed by socializing and music at a
volunteer appreciation lunch. Sign up to
keep El Cerrito tidy and beautiful, meet
your neighbors, and enjoy a delicious
lunch on Saturday, April 22.

Go online to www.el-cerrito.org/
EarthDay, where you can:
◾◾ Suggest a work party location.
◾◾ Register to volunteer.
◾◾ See photos from last year’s event.
Individuals, families, and groups are
invited. Last year, volunteers cleaned
up some of the landscaping around the
library, removed broom from the Hillside
Natural Area near the Recycling Center,
cared for Cerrito Creek, distributed
information about El Cerrito’s smoke-free
policies to businesses, picked up litter, and
planted trees in Arlington Park.
See page 2 for more details. For more
information, call 559-7686 or email
earthday@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.

