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EXISTING FRAMEWORK
3.1 Demographic Profile
3.2 Recreation Department and Programs
3.3 Park System Overview
3.4 Recreation Facilities Overview
The City’s recreation framework is composed of the existing parks and
recreation facilities, the recreation services currently provided, and the
community that uses the recreation resources.

KEY FINDINGS
•

The Census estimates the 2015 population to be 24,418. Reaching
build-out in the 1980s has limited the City’s growth, however, recent
infill development and new development are expected to grow the
population to 27,500 by 2040.

•

The San Pablo Avenue Specific Plan identifies 1,706 new units located in
the San Pablo corridor. The Specific Plan describes a mix of housing
stock. Much of this development is included in the 2040 projection,
however, depending on the actual type of housing constructed and
the number of persons per household, the growth could be greater.
This could increase the total projected population by 500-800
residents.

•

The City is a densely populated urban community with 6,600 persons
per square mile, compared to Contra Costa County’s 1,548 persons
per square mile, revealing a greater need for parks and open space
access.

•

The median age of El Cerrito residents is older than neighboring
communities and the County as a whole. The median age of residents
in El Cerrito is 43.8 years compared to 38.8 years for Contra Costa
County residents, 31.4 years for Berkeley residents, 35.4 years for
Albany residents, and 35.8 years for Richmond residents. The
older median age suggests residents are aging in place (living in the
residence of their choice, for as long as they are able) and have an
affinity for the community.

•

Nearly three-quarters of the City’s total population is comprised of
Family Forming Adults (24-44 years), Baby Boomers (54-72 years)
and Children and Teens (0-19 years). These age cohorts have specific
and significant impacts on the demand for recreational services
and facilities, and parks. Currently, the City is unable to adequately
serve the recreational needs of these age cohorts. The City’s housing
initiatives are designed to increase these populations and will result in
greater demand.

3.1 DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE
The demographic profile highlights the composition and characteristics
of the El Cerrito community and informs the recommendations put forth
in the Master Plan. The primary demographic resources used in this study
are:
•
•
•
•

Adopted 2015-2023 Housing Element of the General Plan
2010 U.S. Census with 2017 Updates
DATA USA
Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG)

Demographic analysis is an effective instrument for making conclusions
about potential users and program demand, as interests in recreation
and leisure pursuits vary based on age, family status, income, and other
population characteristics. An examination of educational attainment and
income, household composition, population growth, and age groupings
can be used to make conclusions about the likelihood of demand for
programs and services and the City’s capacity to serve the demand. The
Key Findings from the demographic profile are summarized below. This
is followed by a discussion of the findings and their relevance to the
Master Plan recommendations.
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•

El Cerrito’s median household income is $92,670. This suggests
that residents may have the capacity to pay for recreational services,
however, there is price sensitivity to fees due to the high cost of living
in the Bay Area.

•

There is income stratification with 9.1% of residents living below the
poverty line, although lower than the County (10.2%) and the State
(15.8%). Subsidized programs, scholarships, and low cost or no cost
access may continue to be important to ensure access by the entire
community.

•

•

The City is located in a transportation hub with an average commute
time of 33 minutes. This relatively “short” commute has implications
for the hours for childcare and afterschool programs, and the
opportunity for commuters to attend programs and classes after work
hours.
Residents are well-educated, with 59.7% of the population having
earned a bachelor’s degree or higher. Frequency of use of recreation
resources has a positive correlation with higher education and is true
for both active recreation and enrichment classes.

An analysis of the City’s population follows.

DEMOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS
Population
El Cerrito’s population growth has been slow relative to its neighbors.
However, with growing regional demand for increased infill development
along transit corridors the City’s population has increased since the late
2000s. The City’s 2015 estimated population was 24,418 and continued
growth is expected through 2040. Between 2010 and 2040, El Cerrito’s
population is projected to increase by 16%. These projections are lower
than Contra Costa County overall, which will continue to grow during
this same time period at a higher rate of 25.4%. However, the City’s
24

projection of new housing is being updated with the expectation that
there will be more new housing developed than previously projected
and will result in a greater increase in the City’s population. See Table 2
for a comparison of population growth, from 2010 to 2040, between El
Cerrito, Contra Costa County, and neighboring cities.
Table 2. Population Changes in El Cerrito, Contra Costa County, and
Neighboring Cities, 2010-2040
Contra Costa
County
% Pop.
%
1,049,025
4.9 1,123,500 7.1
5.3 1,224,400 9.0
5.8 1,338,400 9.3

Year El Cerrito
2010
2020
2030
2040

Pop.
23,549
24,700
26,000
27,500

Berkeley
Pop.
112,580
120,700
129,200
140,100

Albany
%
7.2
7.0
8.4

Pop.
18,539
19,700
21,000
22,500

Richmond
%

Pop.
103,701
6.3 114,600
6.6 126,500
7.1 140,100

%
10.5
10.4
10.8

With a geographic area of 3.7 square miles, El Cerrito’s urban density
is 6,600 persons per square mile, much more than the county’s 1,577
persons per square mile. The City’s dense, built-out status and expected
increases in population require thoughtful planning of the City’s natural
resources and recreation attributes to serve the greatest number of
residents with efficiency.

Age
Age is one of the most common predictors of differences in interests
and behaviors. Age denotes two important characteristics about a group
of individuals: (1) their place in the life cycle, and (2) their membership in
a cohort of individuals who were born at a similar time. Examining age
cohorts provides valuable planning information as variant age cohorts
have differing recreation needs and interest. The six age groupings, or
cohorts, are:
•
•
•

Children and Teens (0-19 years)
Young Adults (20-23 years)		
Family Forming Adults (24-44 years)
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•
•
•

Mature Families (45-53 years)
Baby Boomers (54-72 years)
Older Adults (73 + years)

Table 3 identifies each age cohort, the number of persons within each
age cohort, and the percentage of the population each cohort represents.
Population data from both the 2010 US Census and the 2015 estimates
of population are shown. The relatively ‘flat’ differences between 2010
and 2015 are predictable without significant new housing inventory. To
develop a Master Plan study and recommendations, three age cohorts were
identified as having the most significant impact on the demand for park
and recreation services in the City. These are Family Forming Adults,
Baby Boomers and Children and Teens.
The City’s largest age cohort, Family Forming Adults (24-44 years)
represents nearly a third (29.4%) of the population. This cohort includes
adults of childbearing age and is comprised of Millennials, young
professionals, and adults seeking a family-friendly community to begin
or expand their family. This is an important group to attract and retain
as essential contributors to the vitality, population growth, and renewal
of the community. The City’s housing initiatives target this age cohort
with the development of housing along the San Pablo corridor. The
development of new housing, and the transfer of existing properties
from older generations to younger generation over time, will shift the
demographic character of the community and median age of its residents.
The recreation demand will change with the population changes. More
families with children will require increased programming and facilities to
serve their recreation needs and interests.
The Baby Boomer age cohort (54-72 years) comprises one-quarter
(25.3%) of the City’s total population. As a group, these adults are more
active and place greater demand on services and programming related
to fitness and health. Nationally, Boomers are the highest percentage
consumers of fitness, health and wellness activities as they work to
maintain good health and an active lifestyle. The recreational interests
of this age group cannot be adequately served with the existing City

programming, due to deficiencies in the supply of facilities and/or spaces
for the desired recreation activities.
Table 3. El Cerrito Age Cohorts
Age Cohort

Children and Teens
Ages 0 - 4
Ages 5 - 9
Ages 10 - 14
Ages 15 - 19
Young Adults
20 - 23 years
Family Forming
24 - 29 years
30 - 34 years
35 - 39 years
40 - 44 years
Mature Families
45 - 53 years
Baby Boomers
54 - 59 years
60 - 64 years
65 - 72 years
Older Adults
73 - 84 years
85 + years

2010
Population
Total 23,549
4,366
1,330
1,230
944
862
778
778
7,142
1,792
1,653
1,859
1,838
3,143
3,143
5,567
2,169
1,724
1,674
2,553
1,696
857

% of Pop.
18.5%
5.6%
5.2%
4.0%
3.7%
3.3%
3.3%
30.3%
7.6%
7.0%
7.9%
7.8%
13.3%
13.3%
23.6%
9.2%
7.3%
7.1%
10.8%
7.2%
3.6%

2015
Population
Total 24,418
4,642
1,264
1,248
1,083
1,047
845
845
7,175
1,770
2,053
1,778
1,574
3,198
3,198
6,186
2,292
1,671
2,223
2,371
1,442
929

% of Pop.
19.0%
5.2%
5.1%
4.4%
4.3%
3.5%
3.5%
29.4%
7.2%
8.5%
7.3%
6.4%
13.1%
13.1%
25.3%
9.4%
6.8%
9.1%
9.7%
5.9%
3.8%

Net
Change
0.5%

0.2%
-0.9%

-0.2%
1.7%

-1.1%

Children and Teens (0-19 years) represent 19% of the total population
and significantly impact parks and recreation services and future planning.
This age cohort is a priority for recreational services that range from
pre-school to teen programs. Families with children will continue to
drive demand for childcare services, pre-school, afterschool, summer
camp and enrichment programs. As this age cohort increases, the
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demand for youth sports, aquatics, and teen-focused programs will likely
increase exacerbating the need for parks, recreation services, facilities,
and amenities to serve these programs. The families of Children and
Teens will continue to rely on community recreation for their leisure and
support services.

Race/Ethnicity
El Cerrito, similar to other cities in the Bay Area, is a diverse community.
Though nearly 60% of the City is white, 34.5% of El Cerrito residents
speak a non-English language, which is significantly higher than the
national average of 21%. Per 2015 estimates the most common nonEnglish language spoken was Chinese (8.3%), followed by Spanish (7.7%).
Social diversity impacts the provision of park and recreation services as
different races and ethnic groups seek various types of programming
and utilize park and recreation facilities according to their interests. El
Cerrito’s diversity influences community participation in recreation and
park services. Recognizing the diversity of residents served by recreation
and park providers assists in addressing the community’s unique cultural
needs and interests while additionally ensuring that communication, or
marketing, of services is equitable. See Table 4 for the City’s major race/
ethnic groups, from 2010 to 2015.

Education
El Cerrito residents are well educated with 93.8%, aged 25 or older having
earned a high school diploma and 59.7%, aged 25 or older, having earned
a Bachelor’s degree or higher. Compared to the Contra Costa County
rates of 88.9% and 39.6%, respectively, the City’s education status is
slightly higher. For California as a whole, the high school graduation
rate is estimated to be 81% while only 31% of State residents hold a
Bachelor’s degree or higher. In recreation, there is a correlation between
education and interest in wellness and fitness programming.1
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1

Mendelson, S. (1998) Selling Wellness. Supermarket Business, 53,65.

Table 4. El Cerrito Race/Ethnicity 2010 to 2015
2010

%

2015

%

Total Population

23,549

100

24,418

100

White

12,543

53.3

14,090

57.7

Black

1,819

7.7

1,672

6.8

Asian

6,439

27.3

6,054

24.9

American Indian & Alaskan Native

107

0.4

124

0.5

Native Hawaiian & Pacific Islander

37

0.2

32

0.1

Some Other Race

1,079

4.6

817

3.3

Two or More Races

1,525

6.5

1,629

6.7

Hispanic of Any Race*
2,654
11.4
2,796
11.5
*2010-2015 American Fact Finder
*Hispanic or Latino is a classification of ethnicity, and not race, according to the US Census. It is
identified separately from the racial categories of White, Black, American Indian/Alaska Native,
Asian, Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander, Some Other Race, and Two or More Races.
Consequently, this table does not total 100%.

Household Income
In 2016 the median household income in El Cerrito was $92,670. The
2016 median income documented for the cities of Albany and Richmond
were $85,458 and $57,107 respectively. The median household income
for Contra Costa County, in the same period, was $82,881. Financial
resources are a factor when setting program fees.
In 2015, 9% of the City’s population lived below the poverty line, with
the largest group being women aged 18 to 24. This rate is lower than the
State average of 15.3% and the County’s rate of 10.3%, however it does
indicate that there is a portion of the community that will continue to
benefit from subsidized programming, possibly in the form of reduced
fees, scholarships, and other measures that improve access to park and
recreation facilities and services.
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Travel Time to Work
Employees in El Cerrito have a longer commute time than the national
average of 24.8 minutes but a relatively average time for the San
Francisco Bay Area, where the average commute is time is 32 minutes.
The average commute time for an El Cerrito resident is 33 minutes,
with only 3% of the workforce in the City having “super commutes” in
excess of 90 minutes. This suggests that community members are mobile
and commute for employment. For programming purposes, recreation
planning should consider commuter schedules and services that are
desired before and after work, such as childcare, and youth and adult
programming.

form of pocket parks, plazas, midblock connections and other features
that attract all age groups to the housing and the community. The Plan
also provides for fees to be collected in-lieu of providing public open
space. The City’s Urban Greening Plan also addresses population increase
by identifying opportunities to increase the environmental benefits
of public infrastructure, parks and natural areas, while addressing the
community’s need for diverse, multi-use public places that support and
grow community.  As the population increases and changes, there will
be an even greater demand for additional recreation programming and
increased park and facility use.

SUMMARY
El Cerrito is a densely populated, diverse, urban community of primarily
educated, mobile, and financially stable residents. The built-out condition
of the City has limited the development of new housing that targets
families and young adults. The housing shortage and the number of older
adults aging in place have resulted in a higher median age for the City
(43.8 years) than the County (38.8 years). The three largest age cohorts are
important constituents and the City is aggressively pursuing opportunities
for infill development to address the residential housing challenge. Parks
and recreation have a significant role to play in supporting the City’s
housing initiative.

Figure 3. Swim Meet at El Cerrito Swim Center

The City’s currently approved San Pablo Avenue Specific Plan (adopted
2014) adds 1,706 housing units in a walk-able, bike-able, pedestrian
friendly community. As an indication of the shortage and the demand,
the Specific Plan’s development capacity has been quickly met with
entitled projects, and in 2019 the City will be engaging the public to
update the Plan and determine the next appropriate development target.
The Specific Plan calls for private/common and public open space, in the
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3.2 RECREATION DEPARTMENT, PROGRAMS, AND
SERVICES
Serving the recreation needs of El Cerrito’s unique community are the
City’s Recreation Department and the Public Works Department. These
departments manage the planning, administration and maintenance of
the City’s parks and recreation facilities, with Public Works overseeing
maintenance and capital projects and the Recreation Department
managing programming and custodial services. The two departments
share responsibility for park planning and development. The Recreation
Department is a full-service agency that provides programs, activities,
facility rentals, sports reservations, and community events, as well as
custodial services for all City facilities.

PROGRAM OFFERINGS
The Recreation Department provides a wide variety of programs
and activities each season for the El Cerrito community. In 2017, the
Department processed 90,000 transactions, including 3,200 rentals,
and distributed 144,000 marketing pieces, demonstrating an active and
comprehensive level of service. With over 500 programs offered each
season (Fall, Winter-Spring, and Summer), the Department far exceeds
program offerings provided by typical parks and recreation agencies,
according to the NRPA’s 2017 Agency Performance Review (typical park and
recreation agencies offer 175 programs per season). The Department’s
program offerings follow.

Adult Programs
Adult enrichment classes are offered in a variety of cultural and healthoriented fields. Classes related to visual arts, culinary skills, Ikebana
(Japanese flower arrangement), pottery, and languages supplement a
variety of dance and fitness classes provided to the adult community.
Zumba and Polynesian Dance received the highest enrollment in the
Fall of 2017. Additional fitness classes include yoga, martial arts, and
kickboxing.
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Aquatics
The popular El Cerrito Swim Center supports an extensive array of
aquatic programs. These include swim instruction, swim teams, swim
camps, lap swim, master swim, health and safety classes, water aerobics,
certification trainings, water aerobics, recreational swim, and a splash
park. The City also provides West Contra Costa Unified School District
(WCCUSD) pool time for the El Cerrito High School swim team’s
training and meets, and pool time for low-cost swim lessons for Fairmont
Elementary School.
The Swim Center was closed in January 2018, to undergo major
renovations to address accessibility and structural upgrades, and reopened
in March 2018. Prior to the closure, the aquatics program reported
annual growth every year since 2014. The Department has maximized
the use of the pool and the community is well served by the high-quality
programs and recreational activity that is provided.
Figure 4. Adults at El Cerrito Swim Center

Youth Programs
The City provides before-and-after school programming, enrichment
classes, sports and summer camps for nearly 4,000 children and teens
each year, with the programs highly regarded by users. Particularly popular
are the City’s summer camps - there are 60 unique day camp options
ranging from Circus Arts, Crazy Funky Science, and Spanish Immersion
to the traditional camps, swim camps, STEM camps, sports camps, and
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arts and cooking camps. The 2016 summer camp program reported 1,250
participants and 5,000 camp enrollments. The success of the various
youth programs has resulted in more demand. In response, the City has
continued to facilitate additional youth programming opportunities.
Figure 5. Youth Programs

Teen Programs
Some programming designed to target older teens is offered by the City’s
Recreation Department. The 2018 Summer Camp rECguide announces
four teen camps - Junior Lifeguard Camp, Leaders in Training, El Cerrito
Camp Ravencliff Teen Week, and CIT and TILT programs. These camps
are designed for older teens who are potentially seeking employment with
the City as lifeguards and camp counselors. Classes open to teens and
adults include Aikido, various martial arts, Polynesian Dance, Kickboxing,
and Mandarin. Additional classes for teens are being planned for
Korematsu Middle School students in Fall 2018.

Senior Programs

Preschool and School Aged Child Care Programs

Senior residents of El Cerrito and neighboring communities enjoy a range
of programs that include fitness, wellness, arts, culture, computer classes,
travel, and many other recreational activities. Services at the former Open
House Senior Center included a daily lunch program, home delivered
meals, Alzheimer’s Respite Program, health clinics, tax preparation,
support groups, and health insurance counseling. A newsletter keeps
seniors informed of programs, events, trips, and community updates. The
quality and variety of programs serves the current users well.

The City owns and operates two preschool-age programs, the Casa
Cerrito Preschool and Teeter Tots. Three additional licensed childcare
programs supplement these – for TK to 6th grade - located at Harding,
Madera, and Fairmont Clubhouses. In September 2017 the Harding
Afterschool Enrichment Program (HASEP) offered 16 classes with 206
enrollments, and the Madera Afterschool Enrichment Program (MASEP)
offered 19 classes with 213 enrollments. Additional popular programming
includes Lil’ Ninja Warrior, Coding for Kids, and Cooking Around the
World.

The City’s Senior Center was relocated in July 2018. The relocation plan
moved the program temporarily into two modular buildings, equivalent
in square footage to the former center. The buildings are sited adjacent
to the El Cerrito Public Safety Building and senior housing. El Cerrito
Midtown Activity Center (ECMAC) is equivalent in size to the former
center and the City is negotiating to lease an additional 2,000 square feet
within the nearby Hana Garden Apartments. This additional program
space is needed to provide a broader range of programming desired by
the community.

School aged programs include organized recreational activities and
enrichment programs conducted throughout the day and provided
by licensed and trained staff. The childcare programs provide a safe,
challenging, and creative alternative to children being home alone.
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RECREATION SERVICES

Rentals

Sport Fields
The City provides rentals of athletic fields to support community
organizations and balances those needs with preserving neighborhood
quality of life and protecting park resources. Fields are extensively used by
youth sport organizations to serve the demand, with outdoor field sports
having transitioned from seasonal offerings to year-round play.

Facility rentals are an important and a valued service for the El Cerrito
community. Recreation Department staff efficiently process reservations
and rental requests. Picnic site and tennis court rentals are available
at Arlington Park, Canyon Trail Park, Castro Park, Cerrito Vista Park,
Harding Park, and Tassajara Park. Facility rentals are available at
Arlington Park, Castro Park, and Harding Park Clubhouses, and the City’s
Community Center.

Special Events

SUMMARY

El Cerrito’s Recreation Department coordinates and manages many of
the City’s special events. These very popular community-wide events
bring neighbors together, deepen a sense of place and build community.
There are 10 events produced annually by the Department that include
the July 4th Festival, Halloween Carnival and Haunted House, Senior
Resource Fair, Pancake Breakfast and Toy Drive, Volunteer Recognition
Dinner, Family Sweetheart Dance, Crab Feed, rECexpo (Summer Camp
Showcase) and the Spring Egg Hunt. An estimated 16,000 people
attended these events in 2016. Park related events coordinated by the
Public Works Department and volunteers include Earth Day, El Cerrito
Hillside Festival, environmental workshops, and two Citywide Garage
Sales.

El Cerrito’s Recreation Department is active and responsive to
community demand in recreation, offering a variety of programs and
services beyond the capacity of typical parks and recreation providers.
Where feasible, the Department also serves as a recreation resource to
the community - referring residents to nearby cities and local providers
when specific programs or activities are not available, or not offered by
the City. The City’s program offerings, and their potential expansion,
however, are limited by the City’s supply of park and recreation facilities.
Though the City’s limited inventory of facilities and high demand of
program offerings illustrates the effectiveness in maximizing the use of
its resources, existing facility deficiencies limit the number, flexibility and
types of programs and activities that can be offered or the number of
persons served. Refer to Appendix C for additional information on the
City’s program offerings. The following section reviews the City’s park
and recreation assets, and their role in El Cerrito’s recreation network.

Figure 6. 4th of July Celebration
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3.3 PARK SYSTEM OVERVIEW
EXISTING PARK NETWORK
Recreation provided throughout the City’s recreation system include selfguided passive play and recreation, organized sports, pick-up sports, one
off-leash area, urban agriculture, gathering and/or picnic space, and native
habitat and/or opportunities for environmental stewardship. El Cerrito’s
Ohlone Greenway acts as unique pedestrian corridors linking natural
habitat with non-vehicular travel. The Hillside Natural Area, the City’s
special-use open space, supports hiking, native habitat, and a variety of
opportunities for open space activities. Table 5 lists El Cerrito’s assessed
parks, greenway, and open space and special-use areas, and the recreation
they provide as well as their ownership.
El Cerrito has nearly 7 acres of parkland per 1,000 individuals.
Benchmarking data provided by the 2017 NRPA Agency Performance Review
reveals that the City’s existing park system provides the community with
favorable access to open space. According to the 2017Agency Performance
Review, park and recreation agencies in the pacific southwest region of
the United States provide a median of 4.2 acres of parkland per 1,000
residents and a median of 5 acres of parkland, per 1,000 residents when
the agency’s acreage of parks maintained is less than 250 acres. The
Performance Review also notes that in the pacific southwest region, park
and recreation agencies provide a median of 1 park per 3,706 residents,
while the City of El Cerrito provides 1 park for every 1,526 residents.
Additionally, the 2015 Urban Greening Plan finds that 100% of El Cerrito
households are within 3 miles of an off-road trail and within a half
mile of a public space or park, with best practices being 90% and 85%
respectively. With 7 acres of parkland per 1,000 residents, El Cerrito
is also exceeding the level of service standard, of 5 acres of publicly
owned parkland per 1,000 people, established in the City’s 1999 General
Plan. Partnership with the West Contra Costa County School District
(WCCUSD) additionally provides access to a variety of recreation
facilities.

In addition to the City’s parks, greenway, and open spaces, the City’s
recreation network contains a variety of paths, trails, and public stairways.
These paths, trails, and public stairways are public corridors that provide
pedestrian connections throughout the City. In the El Cerrito Urban
Greening Plan an effort was established to improve pedestrian and bicycle
connectivity between the region’s major natural assets – the Bay Trail
and Wildcat Canyon Trail. El Cerrito’s paths, trails, and public stairways
accommodate this effort for connectivity between the waterfront to the
west and open space to the east. Trail Trekkers have completed extensive
identification of pedestrian trails throughout the City

INVENTORY AND ASSESSMENT
An inventory and assessment of El Cerrito’s park and open space system
was conducted by members of the Consultant team, with the assistance
of City staff to understand how each park asset currently serves the
community and where they hold potential for site improvement and
recreation opportunities. Each City-owned, or City-maintained and
programmed, park and open space was inventoried with the following
information collected at each park, or open space, site:
Location: Address or intersection
Size: Park acreage
Use: Neighborhood or Community-serving
Current Condition: General description of the site and uses
Facilities and Amenities: Facilities and amenities provided
Recreation Provided: Capacity for various recreation activities
Constraints: Observed features that limit the site’s recreation potential
Opportunities: Initial ideas to expand the site’s recreation capacity and
better meet user needs as well as identified opportunities from previous
planning efforts such as the El Cerrito Urban Greening Plan
Estimated maintenance: Observed maintenance issues and current
practices
Estimated repair or replacement: Observed repair or replacement
needs
Code compliance: Status of ADA accessibility
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City Parks
Name
Arlington Park
Baxter Creek Gateway Park
Bruce King Memorial Park
Canyon Trail Park (Lower Park and Upper
Playfield)
Castro Park
Centennial Park (formerly Fairmont Park)
Central Park
Cerrito Vista Park
Creekside Park
Fairmont Playfield
Harding Park
Huber Park
Madera Playground
Poinsett Park
Richmond/Blake Pocket Park
Tassajara Park
Greenway
Name
Ohlone Greenway
Open Space and Special-Use Areas
Name
Cerrito Creek (at El Cerrito Plaza)
Hillside Natural Area
Undeveloped Park Space
Name
Dorothy Rosenberg Memorial Park
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El Cerrito
El Cerrito
El Cerrito
El Cerrito
WCCUSD
El Cerrito
Richmond and El Cerrito
El Cerrito
El Cerrito
WCCUSD
WCCUSD
El Cerrito
WCCUSD
El Cerrito
El Cerrito
El Cerrito

Recreation Provided
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

x
x
x
x
x

Recreation Provided
x
x

El Cerrito
El Cerrito

Recreation Provided
x
x

El Cerrito

Recreation Provided
TBD
TBD

Native
Habitat

Urban
Agriculture

Gathering
and/or
Picnic
Space
x

x
x

x

x

x
x

x

x

x
x

x
x

x
x

x
x
x
x
x

x

BART and El Cerrito

Off-Leash
Area(s)

x

x
x

x
x
x

Pick-Up
Sports

Organized
Sports

Passive
Recreation

Passive Play

Ownership

Table 5. El Cerrito Parks and Open Spaces by Use, Recreation, and Property Ownership

x

x
x

x
x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x
x

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD
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Included in this inventory is a conditions assessment of recreation
features and facilities existing in El Cerrito’s current park system. These
include park features such as furnishings and signage, and recreation
facilities such as sport courts and playgrounds. Data provided in the
El Cerrito Structural Facilities Management Plan, 2004, the City of El Cerrito
Landscape Management Plan, 2003, and barriers noted in the 2009 City of El
Cerrito ADA Transition Plan, is incorporated in this inventory. Recreation
features and facilities inventoried are assessed as in the following
conditions:
Very Good – highly functional, new, or recently replaced
Good – very functional, new, or recently replaced with minimal wear
Fair – functional but nearing end of useful life and replacement
Poor – not functional, at the end of useful life, and requiring replacement

Active Community Use
El Cerrito’s parks and open space system provides an array of recreation
opportunities to this engaged and active community. Community
members value the City’s recreational assets, and provide support through
volunteerism. In this densely populated community, parks and open space
provide access to the outdoor environment and opportunities to connect
with nature. The park system provides expansive areas to host community
events, family gatherings, and social events. The high level of program
participation, in addition to the thriving passive and active use, results in
consistent wear on these amenities, particularly the grass fields and sport
courts.
Figure 8. Soccer at Cerrito Vista Park

ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES
In this park system inventory and assessment several recurring issues
and opportunities were identified that apply to all or most of El Cerrito’s
parks and open spaces. These opportunities include the system’s active
community use and progressive environmental stewardship. Issues are
recurrent dated infrastructure and prevalence of deferred maintenance
projects.
Figure 7. Picnic at Tassajara Park

Environmental Stewardship
Environmental stewardship is a priority for the El Cerrito community.
The existing park system not only holds a variety of native and riparian
habitats, but consistently attracts the support of various volunteer groups
invested in their environmental integrity. Organizations such as the El
Cerrito Trail Trekkers and Friends of Five Creeks regularly engage in
trail improvements, creek and greenway cleanups, and invasive species
removal.
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Figure 9. Friends of Five Creeks at Hillside Natural Area

their useful life (qualified ‘poor’ or ‘fair’) and deferred urban forest
management in City parks and open space is $4,847,859. The total
budget for correcting ADA compliance deficiencies for the City’s parks is
$971,900. The total park deficiency budget for El Cerrito’s park amenities,
is $5,819,759. This budget only relates to the City’s parks and park
amenities – it does not include deficiency costs for El Cerrito’s recreation
building afacilities.
See Appendix D for the detailed Inventory and Deficiencies Assessment.
Table 6. Park Deficiencies Cost

Amenities and Maintenance
The majority of El Cerrito’s parks were constructed during the 1950s
and 60s, resulting in inevitable wear on the City’s recreation amenities.
Amenities such as playgrounds, picnic structures, and waste receptacles,
as well as system-wide infrastructure, including irrigation and paving, are
near or have reached the end of their useful life. The City has addressed
repair and maintenance concerns as resources allow, but deferred projects
remain a challenge to El Cerrito’s park system achieving full recreational
capacity. Additionally, the City’s park amenities require updates for
enhanced accessibility by all community members. Investment in facility
maintenance and the City’s shared green space supports El Cerrito’s
identity and community pride.

Deficiencies
Budgets needed to address deficiencies were developed for the
replacement of inventoried park amenities and infrastructure that were
qualified as ‘poor’ or ‘fair’ in the inventory, including the estimated
deferred maintenance for trees in the City’s recreation system. The
replacement cost for park amenities, that have reached the end of
34

Deficiency
Replacement Cost
ADA Compliance
Total

Cost
$4,847,859
$971,900
$5,819,759

Figure 10. Tassajara Park Clubhouse
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3.4 RECREATION FACILITIES OVERVIEW
RECREATION FACILITIES
In addition to parks and open space, El Cerrito maintains 15 recreation
facilities as a component of its recreation network. These facilities include
the El Cerrito Community Center, the City’s Swim Center, 3 childcare
centers, 1 park support facility, 7 clubhouses, 1 residence at the Dorothy
Rosenberg Memorial Park, and the El Cerrito Midtown Activity Center
(not assessed in the Master Plan). Table 7 lists El Cerrito’s assessed
recreation facilities.

INVENTORY AND ASSESSMENT
An inventory and assessment of the City’s recreation facilities was also
conducted as a component of this Master Plan. As an update to the 2004
Structural Facilities Management Plan, this assessment collected the following
information at each assessed recreation facility:
Architectural Deficiencies: Exterior materials and finishes, doors and
windows, interior materials and finishes
Mechanical Deficiencies: Heating, ventilation and cooling, plumbing,
fixtures, fire sprinklers
Electrical Deficiencies: Electrical, lighting, fire alarm
Structural Deficiencies: Primary and secondary structure, seismic
resistance
Accessibility Deficiencies: Building scope only
An inventory and conditions assessment of building assets was conducted
for the assessed recreation facilities. These assets include walls, floors,
ceilings, doors, windows, roofs, and restrooms. The current configuration
and use of each facility is also identified. Data provided in the 2004
Structural Facilities Management Plan, the 2009 ADA Transition Plan, and the
2012 Utility Assessment Report is incorporated in this inventory.

Table 7. El Cerrito Recreation Facilities
Clubhouses
Name
Arlington Park Clubhouse
Canyon Trail Park Clubhouse
Castro Park Clubhouse
Huber Park Clubhouse
Poinsett Park Clubhouse
Tassajara Park Clubhouse
Childcare Centers
Name
Casa Cerrito Preschool
Fairmont Clubhouse
Harding Park Childcare Center
Madera Clubhouse
Recreation Facilities
Name
Community Center
El Cerrito Midtown Activity Center
Swim Center
Park Support Facility
Name
Cerrito Vista Recreation Facility
Residence

Name
Dorothy Rosenberg Memorial Park House
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ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES
In the inventory and assessment of the City’s recreation facilities,
several recurring issues and opportunities were identified. These
include extensively dated infrastructure and the prevalence of deferred
maintenance projects, and limited opportunities for programmatic
expansion.

Limited Space and Maximized Programming
The City’s recreation programming has maximized use of El Cerrito’s
recreation facilities. However, while some facilities remain actively
programmed such as the Community Center and clubhouses providing
childcare, other facilities are not appropriately configured or maintained
to allow use in meeting growing recreation demands. Additionally, the
facilities in active use require significant updates to continue serving the
current and future population of recreation users.

Facilities and Maintenance
Like the City’s parks, the majority of El Cerrito’s recreation facilities were
constructed during the 1950s and 60s, resulting in inevitable wear on the
buildings. Additionally, documentation of maintenance and improvements
at these facilities illustrates a decline in the last 20 years resulting in an
accumulation of deficiencies and deferred maintenance. Previous planning
reports have noted that the condition of these facilities has been fair to
good but substantial deficiencies have been identified and many not yet
addressed. Without taking steps to increase maintenance and eliminate the
backlog of repairs, the value of these assets will continue to decline.
The total line item budget for correcting identified architectural,
mechanical, electrical, structural and ADA compliance deficiencies for
all recreation building facilities is $3,829,651. This budget only relates to
the City’s recreation facilities – it does not include deficiency costs for El
Cerrito’s parks and park amenities. The replacement cost for all recreation
building facilities in the City of El Cerrito is $24,622,090. Replacement
36

costs for the various facilities were established based on square footage
of structure, construction type, and program use based on similar
facilities recently developed throughout the Bay Area. Replacement
costs for recreation facilities is included to understand expected building
maintenance (annual maintenance budgets have been estimated at 1%
of replacement cost) See Appendix D for the detailed Inventory and
Deficiencies Assessment.

