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Mayor and City Council
Karen Pinkos, City Manager
September 3, 2021
City Manager’s Update

Throughout the pandemic and related local emergency, our City staff team has made
adjustments in countless ways in order to serve the public within the restrictions and
requirements we must follow. One major undertaking has been moving our public meetings to
a virtual platform. This has allowed the City Council and our various advisory bodies to do
business and continue to function, as well as allow for accessibility of the public to attend.
The public may not realize how much actually goes into hosting these virtual meetings—for the
end user, it is easy to log on and participate; but for those of us making sure the meeting runs
successfully, it takes quite a bit of work behind the scenes. Our goal has been to provide access
as best we can, within our limited budget and staff resources, while the technology continues
to evolve. So many of our staff team has been involved in bringing you these meetings but I’d
like to specifically recognize our City Clerk Holly Charléty, Administrative Clerk Specialist Lina
Huang, and Information Technology Network Security Engineer Eric Ng for all their work in
making these meetings happen. They have worked incredibly hard over the past 18 months
testing and implementing the ever-changing technology, troubleshooting issues as they arise,
responding to user feedback, and making adjustments. The City’s plan is to continue to use a
Zoom feature for City Council meetings post-pandemic, allowing for future “hybrid” meetings
where the public can view and participate in person or on Zoom, while continuing to offer the
meeting to be viewed on cable, livestream online, and via radio.
We all recognize that there have been some hiccups along the way, and the last two City
Council meetings in particular had challenges because for the first time since the pandemic
began, the Councilmembers met in person. We have worked diligently to try to troubleshoot
the issues, particularly with the audio, which was a major challenge considering the current
Contra Costa County indoor mask requirement that muffled voices and so was not easily picked
up by the audio system. The recordings of both meetings can be found on the City Council
archive page, and a closed captioning feature is available with an audio transcription.
While these meetings have not been ideal with respect to the sound, we definitely appreciate
the community’s patience as we troubleshoot the technology and make adjustments. We are
exploring every avenue within our limited resources to make sure we're responding to the
feedback we get, and I appreciate everyone’s understanding that we are doing our best to bring
these meetings to the public and continue the City’s business.
This past week Mayor Fadelli has determined that because of the delta variant, the current
mask mandate, and audio challenges, the September 21, 2021 City Council meeting will be on
Zoom only. You can find information in the City Clerk section of this update. However, an issue
that we (and every public agency) are facing is that the Governor’s executive order suspending
the Brown Act (the state’s open meetings law) will expire September 30. This means that
beginning with the October 5 City Council meeting, the City Council and all boards,

commissions, and committees will be required to meet in person, and we must allow the public
to attend in-person as well. At this time our staff team is preparing to move forward for inperson, hybrid City Council meetings in October. Of course if the Governor’s order changes or if
the state passes new legislation, we will work with the Mayor to determine the appropriate
format for future meetings, taking both public health and accessibility into consideration. But at
this point Zoom-only meetings will no longer be allowed as of the end of this month, nor will
the ability for a Councilmember or an advisory body member to participate via Zoom at a nonpublic site. We will inform the community as soon as we are able to provide updated
information, and please be sure to check the City’s website for information as well.
In the meantime, this is all a reminder that we are still in the pandemic and our related local
emergency. I know we’ve all tried to stay hopeful, so let’s continue to be optimistic while being
careful and safe. We have made it this far and we will keep going, because we are a resilient
community that cares about one another. Thank you all for your patience, understanding, and
compassion.
Please stay safe and healthy, and please take care of yourselves and each other.

Karen Pinkos
City Manager

CITY MANAGEMENT
City Hall, City Offices to Close for Labor Day
City offices will be closed on Monday, September 6 in observance of the Labor Day holiday. Public
Safety services will continue to operate during the holiday.
Special Limited Hours to Continue for City Hall & Community Center Office
City Hall and the Community Center Office will continue to have special limited open hours until
further notice with all City functions open, including the permit counter in City Hall. All other City
buildings have the same hours as prior to the COVID-19 pandemic. All members of the public and
all employees are required to wear masks indoors per Contra Costa County’s Health Order issued
on August 3, 2021.
Special City Hall Open Hours:
Monday through Thursday
9:00am – 1:00pm
Special Community Center Office Open Hours:
Monday through Thursday
1:00 – 4:00pm
For City business outside of the special limited open hours, City staff may be available by
appointment. Assistance will be available at the Community Center Office for senior services
registration from 9am - Noon Monday through Thursday. Please visit http://www.elcerrito.org/630/City-Hall-Hours for a listing of departments and divisions for contact information.
Community Celebration of Del Norte BART Modernization Project
The public is invited to celebrate the completion of
the El Cerrito del Norte Station modernization project.
WHEN: Friday, September 10, 2021 @ 4:00 – 6:00pm
WHERE: El Cerrito del Norte Station - 6400 Cutting
Blvd., El Cerrito, CA 94530
The community celebration will include food trucks,
music, giveaways and opportunity to meet the station’s BART Board Director Rebecca Saltzman
and tour the station’s new features and art. Click here to view the event flyer or to learn more
about the project.

Vacancies on County Community Advisory Board on Public Safety Realignment
Contra Costa County’s Community Advisory Board on Public Safety Realignment is looking for
members from West Contra Costa County to serve on this board. The Board meets the second
Thursday of each month from 10am – Noon at the Probation Department located on 50 Douglas
Drive, 2nd Floor in Martinez. For more information about the Board and how to apply, please visit:
http://www.contracosta.gov/4165/Community-Advisory-Board and refer to the enclosed flyer.
COVID-19 Information – Third Dose of COVID-19 Vaccine Now Available
Following the latest guidance of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), a third
dose of COVID-19 vaccine is now available at vaccine sites throughout Contra Costa County for
people who have a compromised immune system. This expansion of eligibility follows the
decision by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and approval by the CDC to extend
emergency use authorization on vaccines to allow an additional dose of either the Pfizer or
Moderna vaccine 28 days or more after the second dose. A third dose is not authorized yet by
the FDA for use in fully vaccinated people who are not moderately to severely
immunocompromised. Those who are compromised, as defined by the CDC, include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Receiving active cancer treatment for tumors or cancers of the blood;
Received an organ transplant and are taking medicine to suppress the immune system;
Received a stem cell transplant within the last two years or are taking medicine to
suppress the immune system;
Moderate or severe primary immunodeficiency (such as DiGeorge syndrome, WiskottAldrich syndrome);
Advanced or untreated HIV infection;
Active treatment with high-dose corticosteroids or other drugs that may suppress your
immune response.
The City of El Cerrito strongly encourages all residents
who are eligible to receive a vaccine to do so as soon as
possible. Everyone 12 or older (regardless living or
working within Contra Costa County) can sign up to
receive a vaccine.

To sign up for a vaccination through the County, visit
https://covidvaccine.cchealth.org/COVIDVaccine/. For
more information about how to get vaccinated, please
visit:
https://www.coronavirus.cchealth.org/getvaccinated or call 833-829-2626 between 8:00am to 8:00pm seven days a week.
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CITY CLERK
September 14, 2021 Gubernatorial Recall Election
All registered voters in California should receive a vote-by-mail ballot with prepaid postage.
Voters can check their registration status with Contra Costa County at
https://www.cocovote.us/registration-and-voting-options/my-voting-information. Voters can
also sign up to track when their ballot is mailed, when it’s received and when it has been counted
by visiting wheresmyballot.sos.ca.gov.
24/7 Ballot Drop-Off - Contra Costa County voters can return their ballots
using the 24-hour secure ballot box located at El Cerrito City Hall. The
box is only accessible by the City’s Election Official and County Election
staff who will pick up ballots directly and transport back to the County
facility for processing. There is no involvement with the U.S. Postal
Service in servicing the permanent ballot box and the box is under the
city’s video surveillance system. The box will remain open until 8:00 pm
on election day. For more information on secure ballot drop boxes,
please visit https://www.cocovote.us/registration-and-votingoptions/secure-ballot-drop-boxes/.
Early Voting Center - City Hall will host an Early Voting Center in Council Chambers. Contra Costa
County Voters can vote early during the following times:
Friday 9/10/2021 11:00am – 7:00pm
Saturday 9/11/2022 9:00am – 5:00pm
Sunday CLOSED
Monday 9/13/2021 11:00am – 7:00pm
Tuesday 9/14/2021 7:00am – 8:00pm
Upcoming City Council Meeting(s)
Tuesday, September 21, 2021 at 7:00pm
Please note this meeting will be held via zoom for all participants.
• Fire Hazard Abatement Hearing
• Campaign Contribution Limits Discussion
• Advisory Body study session
Agenda materials and public comment instructions are available online at www.elcerrito.org/CouncilMeetingMaterials as well as video archives. For more information, please
contact the City Clerk at cityclerk@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or (510) 215-4305.
CANCELLED Regular Meetings
September 7, 2021
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The City Council adopted a regular meeting schedule reducing meetings to the 3rd Tuesday of the
month during the summer months of July – September.
Recent City Council Meeting Highlights
August 17, 2021 (Joint City Council/Planning Commission Meeting)
• Appointed William Cobb and Kathryn Fournier (Crime Prevention Committee)
• City Council and the Planning Commission held a study session with City staff and Bay
Area Rapid Transit (BART) on the Berkeley-El Cerrito Corridor Access Plan, parking and
other components of the proposed development at El Cerrito Plaza BART station.
• Received FY20-21 General Fund Budget Update through July 2021
August 31, 2021 (Special Meeting)
• Held a study session facilitated by Management Partners, on the City’s Fiscal Recovery
and Sustainability Plan. A draft plan will be presented to the City Council at a future
meeting.
Seeking Residents to Serve on City Committees
The City Clerk’s office is currently seeking interested applicants for several vacancies on City
committees including the Committee on Aging, Crime Prevention Committee, Economic
Development Committee, and Urban Forest Committee. Applicants for Committees will be
directed to the staff liaison to begin attending meetings of the committee. After attending at
least three meetings, the committee may take action to recommend that City Council appoint
the individual. After the committee has made its recommendation, the City Council will consider
appointment of the individual.
A full list of vacancies for city advisory bodies is available online.
Applications are accepted on an ongoing basis and will be held for
future vacancies if none exist at the time the application is received. For more information about
City Advisory Bodies, please visit www.el-cerrito.org/Commissions or contact the City Clerk at
cityclerk@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or (510) 215-4305.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Welcome to El Cerrito: Business Openings
NUG, the first of two approved cannabis dispensaries, opened on
Thursday, August 12 at 11888 San Pablo Avenue. The second dispensary,
to be located at 10764-10770 San Pablo Avenue, has submitted building
permit and design review applications.
At El Cerrito Plaza, Foot Locker and Foot Locker Kids, opened their doors to customers on August
27 and Spirit Halloween Store will temporarily occupy the space at 6000 El Cerrito Plaza, formerly
Bed Bath & Beyond. The Building Division, Fire Department, Regency Centers, and Spirit
Halloween are working through reports and issues related to the fire that occurred earlier this
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year in order to review and issue a Tenant Improvement permit. Little Kathmandu, an Indian and
Nepalese restaurant, is now open at 10386 San Pablo Avenue near Stockton.
Building & Planning Division Update
The Building Division continues to work through the backlog of the last year and issue a record
number of permits. In August, typically a high month, 176 building permits were issued,
representing 55% more permits then last August, and 19% over the 5-year average. The annual
five-year monthly average is 95 permits/month. At this rate, and with the addition of eTrakIt soon
to go live, the backlog is getting smaller and turnaround times for all permits will be shortened.
Last week, a selected group of contractors began testing the new eTrakIt system, which will
provide a no-touch way for “over the counter” permits (e.g., HVAC, water heater, reroofing, new
electrical service) to be applied for and issued. By the end of this week, the system will be open
to all contractors. Permits representing this “over the counter” category represent approximately
1/3 of the City’s permits. Having over-the-counter permits issued automatically is anticipated to
enable more permits requiring plan check to be processed more expediently. The project is in
“soft launch” mode to release the product to all contractors prior to launch to the general public.
The Division will use this time to gather data, adjust functionalities and customer feedback.
The Planning Division continues to plan check building permits for conformance with the Zoning
Ordinance and review applications for second story additions to single family houses and
conditional use permits. In addition, several large projects are continuing to be processed and
evaluated for upcoming public hearings. These include: 45 residential condominium units
(subject to inclusionary housing) and 1,800 square feet of ground floor commercial at 6501
Fairmount Avenue; 63 residential units and 5,500 square feet of ground floor commercial at 6115
Potrero Avenue; a new two-story preschool at 729 Kearney Street; and a self-storage facility in
the former OSH Building at 1755 Eastshore Boulevard. Finally, the building permit for the
proposed 14 condominium unit building at 1715 Elm Street will soon be issued and a tentative
subdivision map will soon be brought to the Planning Commission to allow this project to be sold
as condominiums.
CA COVID-19 Rent Relief Program - Housing is Key Webinar
As part of the State of California partnership network - Richmond
Neighborhood Housing Services - is hosting an educational
webinar about the CA COVID-19 Rent Relief Program on September
13 at 6:00pm. At this session, renters and property owners will
learn about program eligibility and the application process. Click
here to register.
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September 2021 Affordable Housing Opportunities – Click here for a listing
of all Bay Area Counties (Courtesy of Openhouse)

Annual Business License Renewals
All businesses operating in El Cerrito are required to apply for and
maintain a Business License. Business Licenses are valid between
July 1 – June 30 and renewed annually. As a reminder, all renewal
fees were due on July 31 and payments received after this date may
be subject to penalties. Rental property owners must also complete
the Rent Registry through the City’s online portal at www.elcerrito.org/rentregistry by July 31, 2021. As of August 30, 2021, 1,600 renewals were processed
out of the 2,100 renewal notices mailed in June. Please visit the City’s website for more
information www.elcerrito.org/businesslicenses or email BusinessLicense@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us to
connect with a member of our staff.

FIRE
Calls for Service
The Fire Department responded to a total of 321 calls for service in August. On Tuesday, August
10, the Fire Department responded to a structure fire in the 1300 block of Richmond Street for a
fully involved detached garage. While the structure was damaged beyond repair, there were no
injuries. Total recap of all the calls for August are as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Fires:
24
Explosions/Ruptures: 0
Medicals:
124
Hazardous Conditions: 5
Service Calls:
72
Good Intent:
80
False Alarms:
16

Statewide Wildfire Status
On Monday, August 30, the OES Engine #413 was redeployed and assigned to the Caldor Fire.
The Engine is part of a Task Force from within Contra Costa County that will help with the stand
being made to protect South Lake Tahoe. Fire staff have been assigned for a 24-hour shift at Echo
Summit which is where the attempt to hold the fire out of the basin is being made. The Caldor
Fire has burned over 190,000 acres, destroyed more than 670 structures and is only 16%
contained.
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Statewide there have been over 6,900 wildfires this year and there are 17 active large fires
currently burning. More than 1,830,000 acres have burned, and more than 2,800 structures have
been damaged or destroyed. El Cerrito currently has seven personnel assigned to the fires. This
year the Department has been deployed 16 times to seven different fires so far and has logged
in over 2,800 hours.
Vegetation Management
The Fire Department is continuing with the annual residential vegetation inspections of
properties in the City, attempting to get 100% compliance before the super critical late
summer/fall heat and Diablo winds. Fire Prevention is also working with contractors performing
abatements on various properties that failed to comply with the standards. Vegetation
Management Information is available at the Department’s website: www.elcerrito.org/402/Vegetation-Management.

POLICE
Calls for Service
In July, the Police Department handled 1,451 calls for service. As of August 30, the Police
Department has handled 1,481 calls for service.
Annual Report
The Annual Report for the Police Department can be found on the department’s website at 2020
Annual Report.
Crime Blotter
The El Cerrito Police Department releases a weekly summary of criminal activity that occurs in El
Cerrito. Please visit https://local.nixle.com/el-cerrito-police-department to view the blotter and
other ECPD updates and messages.

PUBLIC WORKS

Changes to Garbage, Recycling & Organics Service & Proposed Expanded Foodware
Ordinance, Public Meeting September 14
Mandatory Organics Recycling
In 2016, California Senate Bill (SB) 1383 was signed into law by
Governor Brown and establishes state-wide targets to reduce
the disposal of organic waste and edible food. The regulations
become effective on January 1, 2022 and apply to all businesses
and households that generate organic waste. As a part of this
new law, all businesses and residents must be enrolled in
organic waste or “green waste” collection services. In addition,
all businesses and residents will be required to sort materials for
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disposal properly, placing organics in the green waste cart, recyclables in the recycling cart, and
only garbage in the cart intended for the landfill. Later this year, the City will adopt a new
ordinance requiring organic waste collection service for all customers, with some exceptions. The
City is mandated by the state to both establish and enforce this ordinance. For more information
on the new requirements, please visit: https://el-cerrito.org/MandatoryOrganicsRecycling or
contact Laurenteen Brazil at lbrazil@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or at (510) 559-7686.
Proposed Expanded Foodware Ordinance
In support of the City’s goal to keep more materials out
of the landfill, the City of El Cerrito is also proposing
changes to the 2013 Foodware Ordinance. That
ordinance prohibited Expanded Polystyrene Foam
(“Styrofoam”) containers and has required foodware
to be packaged for takeout in reusable, recyclable, or
compostable containers. The proposed changes would
phase out single-use plastic foodware items within the City of El Cerrito. Single-use foodware
includes all containers, bowls, plates, trays, cartons, cups, lids, utensils, forks, spoons, knives,
straws, and other items that are designed for one-time use and disposal. If approved, all food
providers in the City would be required to procure and use reusable or compostable foodware.
The City will assist food providers by providing training, technical support, and will continue to
build public awareness to support a smooth transition. Changes to the Foodware Ordinance were
planned for 2020 but were postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Given the impact of the
pandemic on local businesses, the City is planning to phase implementation of the proposed
ordinance, and is seeking input on the implementation steps and timeline. For more information
about the proposed Expanded Foodware Ordinance, please visit: https://elcerrito.org/foodware. For additional information or to submit comments, contact Will Provost at
wprovost@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or (510) 559-7684.
Attend a Public Meeting
The City invites residents and the business community to take part in a virtual meeting where we
will detail the proposed changes to the City’s foodware ordinance and the state-required changes
to the City’s municipal code mandating organics recycling.
Join the meeting via Zoom on September 14, 2021 at 7:00pm:
https://zoom.us/j/91563415388?pwd=YmMvaTFaTXd1ekUrekpVdGNYQ3Bwdz09
Meeting ID: 915 6341 5388 / Password: 2154350 / Dial in: 1-408-638-0968
Hillside Natural Area Fire Fuel Reduction Project
As El Cerrito experiences its second year of a historically severe drought, that is the worst in
nearly half a century, the City is continuing its fire fuel reduction work in the El Cerrito Hillside
Natural Area (HNA), which is located in a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone. The work is timed
to avoid bird nesting season and to occur outside the rainy season, to minimize potential impacts
to soils, trails, and water courses.
September 3, 2021
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Fuel reduction work in 2020 focused on the HNA areas in the south (Park Vista), southeast
(Quarry Hill Eucalyptus Grove), and northwest (Motorcycle Hill) portions of the HNA. Projects
planned this year include removal of dead and dying trees and raising or reducing individual tree
canopies in targeted locations throughout the hillside, mowing existing fire roads, ground fuel
reduction projects in the Eucalyptus grove south of Wildwood Creek, and other focused work
around the perimeters of the Madera Open Space area and east of Navellier Street.
The City of El Cerrito Public Works
Department, in coordination with the El
Cerrito Fire Department, prepared the
proposed scope of work and is soliciting cost
proposals. Thanks to the passage of Measure
H by El Cerrito voters in November 2019, the
funding available for this type of work in the
Hillside Natural Area has increased from
previous years.
The scope of work that was developed is
consistent with the El Cerrito Hillside Natural
Area Fire Hazard Reduction Plan (1994), the El
Cerrito - Kensington Wildfire Action Plan, as
well as the City’s Parks and Recreation
Facilities Master Plan (PRFMP), and its Initial
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (2019). Continuing to implement vegetation management
programs in the Hillside Natural Area is a Priority Hazardous Fuel Reduction Project and
Prevention Strategy outlined in the Wildfire Action Plan. Moreover, the work is consistent with a
PRFMP project for “increased urban forest and vegetation management, including removal of
invasive plants,” and PRFMP Action 2.4 that calls for ensuring that the City’s parks network
supports a safe community.
The selective removal of trees will be restricted to the minimum amount necessary to maintain
fuel breaks and the removal of hazardous trees, consistent with the El Cerrito Hillside Natural
Area Fire Hazard Reduction Plan, Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (1994). The work
includes preserving and protecting the Oak woodlands, native plants, shrubs, and trees. For more
information, please contact Stephen Prée at spree@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.
September is Coastal Cleanup Month
The City of El Cerrito’s 2021 Coastal Clean-up will be a month-long DIY (self-guided) event in
September that focuses on removing trash litter before it enters the storm drain system, creeks,
and the bay during the rainy season. Participants are encouraged to report all of their collection
data on the CleanSwell app as this important information is used to track and prevent pollution
at its source. The City will loan trash grabbers and provide trash bags starting Saturday,
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September 4 by appointment at the City’s Recycling Center located at 7501 Schmidt Lane,
Wednesdays – Saturdays. To borrow a grabber, schedule an appointment by emailing Carrie
Bennett at cbennett@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us. For additional useful information on Coastal Cleanup
2021, please visit the California Coastal Cleanup website
Mark your Calendars for the Fall Citywide Garage Sale – October 9
The City will be hosting the 2021 Fall Citywide Garage Sale on
Saturday, October from 9:00am – 3:00pm. As in years past, staff at
the Recycling + Environmental Resource Center will coordinate the
host locations to create a map and advertise the event. Hosts pay a
registration fee that covers the cost of creating the citywide map
(hard copies and the electronic document) and publishing
newspaper ads, and Staff also ensure the information is
disseminated in citywide newsletters and on the city website. The map of garage sale locations
will be available on Saturday, October, a week prior to the Citywide Garage Sale, at elcerrito.org/garagesale.
If you are interested in being a host, please complete the registration form (linked here) between
now and Friday, September 10, so that your location will be included on the map. You can also
mail in your registration form with your payment to the City of El Cerrito. Please address it to:
City of El Cerrito
Attn: OESD Citywide Garage Sale
10890 San Pablo Avenue
El Cerrito, CA 94530
Alternatively, you can drop the registration form off with your payment at the Recycling Center
(7501 Schmidt Lane), For more information, please contact the City’s Waste Prevention
Specialist, Laurenteen Brazil, via email at lbrazil@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or call (510) 215-4350.
Free Energy and Water Efficiency Kits available to El Cerrito Residents
In collaboration with the Bay Area Regional Energy Network (BayREN), the Rising Sun Center for
Opportunity is offering to help determine residents’ personalized energy and water efficiency
needs through the Green House Call program. Residents can sign up for a Green House Call by
completing a 15-minute survey. After completing the survey, a free energy and water efficiency
kit with installation instructions will be delivered directly to your door (while supplies last).
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Each kit includes:
• Up to 16 LED light bulbs, standard and floodlight
• A smart power strip ($70 value)
• High-efficiency bathroom and kitchen sink faucet
aerator(s)
• High-efficiency showerhead(s)
• Toilet leak detection tablets
• Information on other energy-saving and green
programs
Green House Calls have no income qualifications and are available to renters and homeowners
of single-family homes and 2-4plexes. Residents can complete the survey online at
http://bit.ly/EEkits2021 in English or https://bit.ly/EEkits2021español en Español. Alternatively,
the survey can be completed over the phone at (510) 665-1501 ext. 300 with a trained staff
member. This year's program will run until September 2021.
During a Drought – Conserving Water, Caring for Trees
Governor Newsom has announced a state of emergency drought proclamation for 41 counties in
California, including Contra Costa County. These drought conditions will likely continue and
worsen during the warm dry summer months. EBMUD has also declared a Stage 1 drought
shortage and has asked customers to voluntarily begin reducing water use. To reduce water use
and minimize waste, residents and businesses are encouraged to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Adjust outdoor irrigation timers or manually water landscapes three times a week or
less, at dawn and dusk to avoid evaporation.
Check and repair leaks in toilets and irrigation systems.
Sign on to EBMUD’s web portal to set up leak alerts
and monitor water use.
Install a sustainable landscape. EBMUD offers rebates
for landscape redesigns and irrigation upgrades.
Consider skipping watering lawns during times of
drought.
Use a hose with a shut-off nozzle.
Use only recirculated water in decorative fountains.
Sweep sidewalks and driveways. If you must wash hard surfaces for sanitary reasons,
use a hose with a shut-off nozzle.
Prevent runoff into gutters, patios, walkways, driveways or streets while watering.
Continue to water trees as needed to protect the urban tree canopy, which helps
protect against other drought impacts.

The City is also doing its part to reduce water use, and has begun adjusting irrigation timers and
mulching around stressed trees at City parks to retain moisture and reducing watering schedules
at public facilities. The City also works proactively to eliminate leaks. If you see an irrigation or
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other water leak in El Cerrito parks, fields, and property, please report it to the City's Public Works
Department by calling (510) 215-4369 or by sending an email to maintenance@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.

RECREATION
El Cerrito Swim Center Holiday Hours for Labor Day
On Monday, September 6, the Swim Center will be open for Holiday Hours from 7:00am-Noon.
for fitness only activities including Lap Swim, Water Walking, and Independent Exercise (no
Masters, Swim Lessons, Water Aerobics, Gators, Splash Park, Tot Splash, or rECswim). Register
early to save time checking in! You can reserve online at www.el-cerrito.org/onlinereg by clicking
on “Special Events”. Reserving Holiday Fitness does not reserve a specific time or lane, come to
swim anytime between 7am-12pm. Lanes may be busy and you may have to share lane space.
No Passes (10-Punch, 30-Day or Annual) can be used on Holiday Swim, payment must be made
by reservation or drop-in at $10 Resident and $12 Non-Resident.
El Cerrito Community Center Modified In-Person Office Hours
The Community Center Office has a modified in-person schedule to help answer questions,
provide support with online registration, and sell park restroom keys. The modified schedule is:
M-Th 9:00am – 12:00pm by appointment only (assistance will be available for senior programs)
and drop-ins 1:00 – 4:00pm. To request an appointment, email recreation@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.
Registration will remain online only for most programs.
The Fall 2021 rEC Guide is Now Available!
In-person programs for all ages are returning to the El Cerrito
Community Center and Swim Center after Labor Day. A full
list of programs is available through the rECguide, which
contains class schedules, descriptions, fees, and details on
how to register. The rECguide is available online at
https://www.el-cerrito.org/656/Recreation-Brochure.
El Cerrito Residents will also receive a rECguide in their
September East Bay Sanitary bills.
El Cerrito Swim Center New Passes and Prices
The new Annual Pass is now on sale! The Annual Pass is for Fitness Swim, Masters, and Masters
Plus Fitness and is broken into 12 equal monthly payments auto-debited on the 1st of the month.
It also gives you a 5% discount from the 30-Day Pass. More information is available at www.elcerrito.org/fitnessswim, and you can register for the Annual Pass at www.elcerrito.org/onlinereg by clicking on "Swim Center Passes.” On Wednesday September 1, the new
Master Fee Schedule goes into effect. Prices for almost all passes and some drop-ins will be
changing. Please visit www.el-cerrito.org/swimcenter for specific programs and their prices.
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After-School Enrichment Programs at Harding, Madera, and Fairmont
School is back in-person, and the Recreation Department will be bringing back the After-School
Enrichment Programs (ASEPs) to the Harding, Madera, and Fairmont campuses. ASEP's connect
professional instructors in a variety of subjects to the schools so that classes can be held in a safe
and convenient setting. The goal is to provide students the opportunity to discover and develop
passions in athletics, art, science, performing arts, and more. Registration is open now for HASEP
and MASEP, and will open Tuesday, September 7 at 9:00am for FASEP at Fairmont. For more
details, please visit: www.el-cerrito.org/asep.
Easy Ride Senior and Disabled Transportation
Easy Ride is a door-to-door shuttle van service for seniors (65 and over) and persons 18 and over
with a disability who are El Cerrito residents. The program is funded by Measure J Sales Tax.
Registration in our Easy Ride Para-Transit program is required and must be renewed annually.
Registration information is available at https://www.el-cerrito.org/adult. For more information,
email recreation@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or call (510) 559-7000.
Fall Childcare Update
Afterschool childcare began on August 23, one week after school started. The Recreation
Department generally begins childcare the first day of school, for this year the one-week delay
allowed hiring and training of new staff to resume care at pre-pandemic levels. The delay also
allowed students who had been out of school for a long period to adjust to school before
adjusting to childcare.
Enrollment at Harding is currently serving around 80-85 children per day, while Madera is serving
110-120 children per day. These sites are back to 2019 pre-pandemic service levels, Fairmont is
still growing.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
The City is pleased to offer the following employment opportunities:
• Assistant Gymnastics Coach Part-Time
• Battalion Chief
• Finance Technician II – Accounts Receivable
• Police Officer – Lateral and Academy Graduate
• Police Officer - Recruit
For more information, please visit: www.el-cerrito.org/jobs.

ATTACHMENTS/FLYERS
•
•

BART del Norte Station Community Celebration Flyer
Community Advisory Board on Public Safety Realignment Flyer
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El Cerrito del Norte | Station Modernization

Community celebration of newly modernized
El Cerrito del Norte BART Station
The public is invited to share the excitement with BART over the completion of the
El Cerrito del Norte Station modernization project.
WHERE:

El Cerrito del Norte Station
6400 Cutting Blvd.
El Cerrito, CA 94530

WHEN:

Friday, September 10, 2021
4pm–6pm

The communuty celebration will include:
•
•
•
•
•

Food trucks
Music
Giveaways
Meet the station’s BART Board Director Rebecca Saltzman
Tour the station’s new features and art

San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District

OVER ➔

El Cerrito del Norte
Station Modernization Project
The El Cerrito del Norte Station Modernization project was completed in March of
2021 and to mark the major improvements, a community celebration and open
house will be held on Friday, September 10, 2021, from 4pm–6pm at the El Cerrito
del Norte Station.
The improvements to the station include:
•

Fully modernized south entrance with a dramatic floor
to ceiling exterior window wall to brighten the station

•

Two new elevators

•

Two new staircases

•

Two new public restrooms

•

Two new art walls by local artist Kyungmi Shin that
celebrate the city of El Cerrito

•

An additional fare gate array

Other improvements include doubling the size of the paid
area, new LED station lights, a new ADA-compliant bus
island with new shelters, a new station agent booth,
new fire-life safety systems, new emergency lighting and
improvements to the Ohlone Greenway.
Sustainable design concepts were also prioritized and two new bioswale areas with new plants were installed in
the station parking lots to hold stormwater runoff and protect local waterways from storm water pollutants.
The improvements were funded through a combination of State of California Proposition 1B Funds, Contra
Costa County Measure J funds, and other funds. The project is being coordinated closely with the City of
El Cerrito’s Ohlone Greenway BART Station Area Access, Safety and Placemaking Improvements project.

San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District
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J OIN T HE COMM UNIT Y A DVI SORY BOA RD

WE NEED
YOUR
EXPERTISE
W HAT IS CAB ?
The Community Advisory Board (CAB) on Public Safety Realignment was established
by the Community Corrections Partnership (CCP) Executive Committee in December
2012 to provide input on community needs and encourage outcomes that are
consistent with the County's Reentry Strategic Plan. The Community Advisory Board
includes members with expertise in:
• domestic violence prevention

• services for reentering women

• workforce development

• criminal and drug court

• behavioral health issues

• crime survivors

• post-release reentry services

• law and policy related to issues of
the formerly incarcerated

• adult education within a correctional
setting

CAB meets on the second Thursday of the month
10 A.M. to 12 P.M. at the Probation Department
50 Douglas Drive, 2nd Floor, Martinez, CA 94553

YOUR VOICE
MATTERS
Be part of the solution to
end the cycle of recidivism
and mass incarceration.
Who should apply?
Anyone who works or lives in Contra Costa
What is your ideal candidate?
Members of the community touched by the
justice system in some way, criminal justice
reform advocates, people who have worked
with justice involved populations, and anyone
interested in public safety issues are all
encouraged to apply
How long is the commitment?
Terms are for one year with a term limit
of three years
Where is CAB's application?
Applications are on the CAB website at:
http://www.contracosta.ca.gov/4165/
Community-Advisory-Board
When should I apply?
APPLY NOW as applications
are continuously reviewed

Refer your questions to CAB's Outreach
& Community Engagement Subcommittee:
(925) 335-6440 • CAB.OCEC@gmail.com

