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Memo
To:

Sean Moss, AICP, Planning Manager, City of El Cerrito

CC:

--

From:

Chris Dugan, Senior Project Manager

Date:

November 4, 2022

Subject: Amendment to the October 13, 2022, San Pablo Avenue Specific Plan (SPASP)
Update Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (SEIR), State
Clearinghouse Number 2014042025
The City of El Cerrito adopted the SPASP and certified the corresponding EIR in 2014. In 2019,
the City initiated an update to the SPASP and in November 2020 the City released a Notice of
Preparation of a Draft SEIR for the SPASP Update. The Draft SEIR evaluated the potential
supplemental environmental impacts resulting from new growth that could be supported by the
SPASP Update, including approximately 2,500 new residential units and approximately 100,000
square feet of new commercial space. The City prepared and issued the Draft SEIR for the
SPASP Update in July 2022. The City provided a 45-day public review period for the Draft
SEIR, during which time comments were received from three individuals, one organization, and
two public agencies. The City reviewed and prepared written responses to these comments as
part of a Final SEIR that was issued in October 2022. The Final SEIR (Chapter 3) presented
clarifications and minor revisions to Draft SEIR text; however, none of these revisions
substantially changed the Draft SEIR’s content, findings, or conclusions.
Since issuance of the Final SEIR, the City has identified additional clarifications and changes to
the SPASP Update Draft SEIR, as follows:
•

Clarifications to Draft SEIR Section 2.4, Table 2.1 (Summary of Potentially
Significant Impacts and Recommended Mitigation Measures): The Draft SEIR
summary table included impact and mitigation measure language consistent with the
2014 SPASP Draft EIR; however, changes were made to certain impacts and
mitigation measures as part of the 2014 Final EIR process. Specifically, minor
revisions that clarified and amplified EIR requirements were made 2014 Draft EIR
Impact 4-2 (Project Light and Glare) and Mitigation 4-2, Impact 5-1 (Construction
Period Emissions) and Mitigation 5-1, Impact 5-2 (Impacts of Toxic Air Contaminants
on Sensitive Receptors) and Mitigation 5-2, Impact 6-1 (Potential Impacts on Nesting
Birds and Roosting Bats) and Mitigation 6-1, and Impact 7-1 (Destruction /
Degradation of Historic Resources) and Mitigation 7-1. The basis and explanation for
these minor revisions is explained in more detail in the 2014 Final EIR. The City is
amending Final SEIR, Chapter 3, to include revisions to Draft SEIR Table 2.1 to
reflect the final language contained in the certified 2014 SPASP Final EIR. Refer to
Attachment 1 for amended Chapter 3. The City notes that although Attachment 1
includes Final SEIR Chapter 3 in its entirety, amended information is shown only on
pages dated November 4, 2022.

CEQA Guidelines Section 15088.5 sets forth a lead agency is required to recirculate an EIR
when significant new information is added to the EIR after public notice is given of the
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availability of the draft EIR for public review but before certification. New information is not
considered significant unless the EIR is changed in a way that deprives the public of a
meaningful opportunity to comment upon a substantial adverse environmental effect of the
project or a feasible way to mitigate or avoid such an effect that the project proponent has
declined to implement. Recirculation of an EIR is not required when new information merely
clarifies or amplifies or makes insignificant modifications to an adequate EIR.
The changes to Draft SEIR Table 2.1 merely clarify potential impacts and amplify mitigation
requirements to be consistent with impacts and mitigation measures contained in the certified
2014 EIR. The changes do not alter the analyses or conclusions contained in the 2014 EIR or
2022 SEIR. Rather, the 2022 SEIR was prepared consistent with the Final 2014 EIR, and all
SEIR impact analyses are based on the Final 2014 EIR impact and mitigation language. The
changes, therefore, merely address a minor inconsistency in language between the 2014 EIR
and 2022 SEIR. The changes do not result in a new significant environmental impact, increase
the severity of an environmental impact, or result in or require consideration of considerably
different mitigation measures or alternatives. Accordingly, this information is not considered
significant new information, and the Final SEIR amendment shown in Attachment 1 do not
require recirculation of the Draft SEIR.
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3. REVISIONS TO THE DRAFT SEIR
The following section includes all revisions to the Draft SEIR subsequent to public release of the
document in July 2022. Minor changes have been made to Table 2.1 to ensure impact and
mitigation language is consistent with the certified 2014 SPASP EIR. In addition, Sseveral of the
comments on the Draft SEIR required minor revisions to the document. Revisions have been
made to Chapter 9, Greenhouse Gas Emission and Energy and are included in the following
pages. None of the revisions to the Draft SEIR otherwise changes any of the document’s
content, findings, or conclusions. Likewise, none of the revisions to the Draft SEIR results in a
substantial increase in the severity of an identified significant impact or the identification of a
new significant impact, mitigation, or alternative considerably different from those already
considered in preparing the Draft SEIR.
All text revisions are indicated by strike-through and underlining plus a bracket in the left margin
next to the revised line(s). All the revised pages supersede the corresponding pages in the July
2022 Draft SEIR. None of the criteria listed in CEQA Guidelines section 15088.5 (Recirculation
of an EIR Prior to Certification) indicating the need for recirculation of the July 2022 Draft SEIR
has been met as a result of the revisions. In particular:


no new significant environmental impact due to the project or due to a new mitigation
measure has been identified;



no substantial increase in the severity of a significant environmental impact has been
identified; and



no additional feasible project alternative or mitigation measure considerably different from
others analyzed in the Draft SEIR has been identified that would clearly lessen the
environmental impacts of the project.
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Mitigation Measures

Mitigation
Responsibility

Significance
With
Mitigation

future proposal cannot be guaranteed within the
framework of this program EIR, the impact is
considered significant and unavoidable.
Impact 4-2: Project Light and Glare
Impacts. The San Pablo Avenue Specific Plan
anticipates development on the surface parking
lots around the El Cerrito Plaza and El Cerrito
Del Norte BART stations. As part of this
development, new parking structures for the
BART stations and for other new development
are anticipated. These BART parking
structures may result in light and glare from
vehicles using the parking structure at night.

S

In addition, future multi-story buildings (or
renovations) in the Specific Plan area, if faced
in reflective materials (e.g., reflective glass),
could result in glare impacts on adjacent and
nearby properties.
These impacts related to light and glare are
considered a potentially significant.

Mitigation 4-2. BART Project developers
(including but not limited to BART) shall install
landscaping and incorporate other measures into
and around any Specific Plan area future parking
structure(s) (light source shielding, etc.) as
necessary to ensure that potential light and glare
from vehicles would be avoided toward the
Ohlone Greenway, residential uses, and other
sensitive uses, consistent with El Cerrito City
Resolution 82-9 and the El Cerrito design review
process. With this requirement incorporated into
the local and BART design review process, the
light and glare impact of future BART parking
structures would be less-than-significant.

BART
City;
Individual
project
applicants

LS

Regarding reflective building materials, for all
future development in the Specific Plan area,
facades shall be of non-reflective materials, and
windows shall incorporate non-reflective coating.
This requirement would reduce potential glare
impacts of building materials to a less-thansignificant level.

City;
Individual
project
applicants

LS

Mitigation 5-1. Implement the following
BAAQMD-recommended measures to control
particulate matter emissions during construction.
These measures would reduce diesel particulate

City;
Individual
project
applicants

LS
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See Table 1.1 for definitions.
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Impact 5-1: Construction Period Emissions.
Implementation of the Specific Plan would
result in short-term emissions from construction
activities associated with subsequent
_______________________
S = Significant
LS = Less than significant
SU = Significant unavoidable impact
NA = Not applicable

_______________________
S = Significant
LS = Less than significant
SU = Significant unavoidable impact
NA = Not applicable
2 (19077) (FSEIR_amd)

matter, and PM10 and PM2.5 from construction to
ensure that short-term health impacts to nearby
sensitive receptors are avoided or reduced:
Dust (PM10 and PM2.5) Control Measures:


Water all active construction areas at least
twice daily and more often during windy
periods. Active areas adjacent to residences
should be kept damp at all times.



Cover all hauling trucks or maintain at least
two feet of freeboard.



Pave, apply water at least twice daily, or
apply (non-toxic) soil stabilizers on all
unpaved access roads, parking areas, and
staging areas.



Sweep daily (with water sweepers) all paved
access roads, parking areas, and staging
areas and sweep streets daily (with water
sweepers) if visible soil material is deposited
onto the adjacent roads.



Hydroseed or apply (non-toxic) soil
stabilizers to inactive construction areas
(i.e., previously graded areas that are
inactive for 10 days or more).

See Table 1.1 for definitions.

Significance
With
Mitigation
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development, including site grading, asphalt
paving, building construction, and architectural
coating. Emissions commonly associated with
construction activities include fugitive dust from
soil disturbance, fuel combustion from mobile
heavy-duty diesel- and gasoline-powered
equipment, portable auxiliary equipment, and
worker commute trips. During construction,
fugitive dust, the dominant source of PM10 and
PM2.5 emissions, is generated when wheels or
blades disturb surface materials. Uncontrolled
dust from construction can become a nuisance
and potential health hazard to those living and
working nearby. Demolition and renovation of
buildings can also generate PM10 and PM2.5
emissions. Off-road construction equipment is
often diesel-powered and can be a substantial
source of NOX emissions, in addition to PM10
and PM2.5 emissions. Worker commute trips
and architectural coatings are dominant
sources of ROG emissions. The BAAQMD
CEQA Air Quality Guidelines do not identify
plan-level thresholds that apply to construction.
Although construction activities at individual
project sites are expected to occur during a
relatively short time period, the combination of
temporary dust from activities and diesel
exhaust from construction equipment poses
both a health and nuisance impact to nearby
receptors. In addition, NOX emissions during

Mitigation Measures

Mitigation
Responsibility

San Pablo Avenue Specific Plan Update
City of El Cerrito
November 4, 2022

Impacts

Significance
Without
Mitigation

Mitigation Measures

Mitigation
Responsibility

Significance
With
Mitigation

leased and subcontractor vehicles, will
achieve a project wide fleet-average 20
percent NOX reduction and 45 percent
particulate reduction compared to the most
recent CARB fleet average for the year
2011.


Clear signage at all construction sites shall
be posted indicating that diesel and gasoline
equipment standing idle for more than five
minutes shall be turned off. This would
include trucks waiting to deliver or receive
soil, aggregate, or other bulk materials.
Rotating drum concrete trucks could keep
their engines running continuously as long
as they were on-site or adjacent to the
construction site.



The contractor shall install temporary
electrical service whenever possible to avoid
the need for independently powered
equipment (e.g., compressors).



Properly tune and maintain equipment for
low emissions.
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Impacts

Significance
Without
Mitigation

Implementation of these measures would reduce
project construction-related air quality impacts to
a less-than-significant level.

_______________________
S = Significant
LS = Less than significant
SU = Significant unavoidable impact
NA = Not applicable
2 (19077) (FSEIR_amd)

S

Mitigation 5-2. Require project-level
construction health risk assessment.
Construction health risk assessment shall be

See Table 1.1 for definitions.

City;
Individual
project

LS
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Impact 5-2: Impacts of Toxic Air
Contaminants (TACs) on Sensitive
Receptors. Implementation of the Specific

_______________________
S = Significant
LS = Less than significant
SU = Significant unavoidable impact
NA = Not applicable
2 (19077) (FSEIR_amd)

required on a project-by-project basis, either
through screening or refined modeling, to identify
impacts and, if necessary, include performance
standards and industry-recognized measures to
reduce exposure. Reduction in health risk can
be accomplished through, though is not limited
to, the following measures:


Construction equipment selection;



Use of alternative fuels and engine retrofits,
temporary line power or electric equipment;



Modified construction schedule; and



Implementation of BAAQMD Basic and/or
Additional Construction Mitigation Measures
for control of fugitive dust.

applicants

Significance
With
Mitigation

Implementation of these industry-recognized
measures would reduce TAC construction
impacts to a less-than-significant level.

See Table 1.1 for definitions.
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Plan would result in the potential construction
of a variety of projects. This construction would
result in short-term emissions of diesel
particulate matter (DPM), a TAC. Construction
would result in the generation of DPM
emissions from the use of off-road diesel
equipment required for site grading and
excavation, paving, and other construction
activities. The amount to which the receptors
are exposed (a function of concentration and
duration of exposure) is the primary factor used
to determine health risk (i.e., potential
exposure to TAC emission levels that exceed
applicable standards). Health-related risks
associated with diesel-exhaust emissions are
primarily linked to long-term exposure and the
associated risk of contracting cancer. The
calculation of cancer risk associated with
exposure to TACs is typically based on a 70year period of exposure. The use of dieselpowered construction equipment, however,
would be temporary and episodic and would
occur over a relatively large area. Cancer risk
and PM2.5 exposure would have to be analyzed
through project-level analysis to identify the
potential for significant impacts and measures
to reduce those impacts to less-thansignificant. Health risks associated with
temporary construction would, therefore, be
considered a potentially significant impact.

Mitigation Measures

Mitigation
Responsibility
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Impacts

Significance
Without
Mitigation

Mitigation Measures

Significance
Mitigation
With
Responsibility Mitigation

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Impact 6-1: Potential Impacts on Nesting
Birds and Roosting Bats. The Specific Plan
is intended to improve and expand the natural
environment in the Specific Plan area,
including the use of native and drought-tolerant
plants (a beneficial environmental measure).
Without a proactive mitigation procedure in
place, Specific Plan implementation could
inadvertently result in the removal of existing
trees containing nests or eggs of migratory
birds, raptors, or bird species during the
nesting season, which would be considered an
"unlawful take" under the Federal Migratory
Bird Treaty Act and USFW provisions
protecting migratory and nesting birds. (see
Regulatory Setting above). In addition,
roosting bats, several species of which are
protected under the federal and State
Endangered Species Acts, might be disturbed.
This is considered a potentially significant
impact.

2 (19077) (FSEIR_amd)

Mitigation 6-1. (1) The removal of trees,
shrubs, or weedy vegetation shall be avoided
during the February 1 through August 31 bird
nesting period to the extent possible. If no
vegetation or tree removal is proposed during
the nesting period, no further action is required.
If it is not feasible to avoid the nesting period,
the project applicant shall retain a qualified
wildlife biologist to conduct a survey for nesting
birds no sooner than 14 days prior to the start of
removal of trees, shrubs, grassland vegetation,
buildings, grading, or other construction activity.
Survey results shall be valid for 21 days
following the survey; therefore, if vegetation or
building removal is not started within 21 days of
the survey, another survey shall be required.
The area surveyed shall include all construction
sites, access roads, and staging areas, as well
as

See Table 1.1 for definitions.

City;
Individual
project
applicants

LS

FSEIR Amendment
2. Summary
Page 2-11

_______________________
S = Significant
LS = Less than significant
SU = Significant unavoidable impact
NA = Not applicable

S

San Pablo Avenue Specific Plan Update
City of El Cerrito
November 4, 2022

Impacts

Significance
Without
Mitigation

Mitigation Measures
areas within 150 feet outside the boundaries of
the areas to be cleared or as otherwise
determined by the biologist.
In the event that an active nest is discovered in
the areas to be cleared, or in other habitats
within 150 feet of construction boundaries,
clearing and construction shall be postponed for
at least two weeks or until a wildlife biologist has
determined that the young have fledged (left the
nest), the nest is vacated, and there is no
evidence of second nesting attempts.
Implementation of this measure would reduce
the impact to a less-than-significant level.

Significance
Mitigation
With
Responsibility Mitigation
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Significance
Without
Mitigation

(2) A qualified biologist shall conduct preconstruction surveys for bats and suitable bat
roosting habitat at work sites where culverts,
structures and/or trees would be removed or
otherwise disturbed prior to the initiation of
construction. If bats or suitable bat roosting
habitat is detected, CDFW shall be notified
immediately for consultation and possible on-site
monitoring. Implementation of this measure
would reduce the impact to a less-thansignificant level.

_______________________
S = Significant
LS = Less than significant
SU = Significant unavoidable impact
NA = Not applicable
2 (19077) (FSEIR_amd)

See Table 1.1 for definitions.
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Actions (1) and (2) can be implemented
simultaneously.

Mitigation Measures

Significance
Mitigation
With
Responsibility Mitigation

CULTURAL AND HISTORIC RESOURCES

Impact 7-1: Destruction/Degradation of
Historic Resources. There may be one or
more properties or features within the plan area
that meet the CEQA definition of a historic
resource, including properties or features
already listed, or properties or features eligible
for listing, in a local, State, or Federal register
of historic resources. Future development
projects that are otherwise consistent with the
proposed Specific Plan may cause substantial
adverse changes in the significance of one or
more such historic resources. Substantial
adverse changes that may occur include
physical demolition, destruction, relocation, or
alteration of one or more historic resources or

2 (19077) (FSEIR_amd)

Mitigation 7-1. For any individual discretionary
project within the Specific Plan area that the City
determines may involve a property that contains
a potentially significant historic resource (e.g., a
recorded historic resource or an unrecorded
building or structure 4550 years or older), the
resource shall be evaluated by City staff, and if
warranted, shall be assessed by a qualified
professional on the California Historical
Resources Information System (CHRIS) list of
consultants who meet the Secretary of the
Interior's Professional Qualifications Standards
to determine whether the property is a significant
historical resource and whether or not the project
may have a potentially significant adverse effect

See Table 1.1 for definitions.

City;
Individual
project
applicants

LS/SU
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_______________________
S = Significant
LS = Less than significant
SU = Significant unavoidable impact
NA = Not applicable

S
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California has one of the lowest per capita energy consumption levels in the U.S. This is a result
of California’s mild climate, extensive efforts to increase energy efficiency, and implementation
of alternative technologies. California leads the nation in electricity generation from solar,
geothermal, and biomass resources (U.S. EIA 2018).
9.2.1 Electricity
In 2018, almost half of California’s net electricity generation was from renewable resources,
including hydropower (U.S. EIA, 2019). In 2018, the California electric system used 282,448
gigawatt hours (GWh) of electricity (CEC 2021). Contra Costa County consumed 9,258 GWh of
electricity, about three percent of the state’s electricity consumption in 2018 (CEC 2021).
MCE is the utility provider for the Plan Update Area. Estimated Annual MCE Electricity data
consumed by customers in 2018 was 5,748,700,734 kilowatt hours (kWh) – or 5,749,701
5,748,701 MWh – with 5,7473,778 57,473,778 kWh coming from electricity consumed within the
city of El Cerrito.
9.2.2 Natural Gas
California accounts for less than 1 percent of total U.S. natural gas reserves and production;
however, almost two-thirds of California households use natural gas for home heating (U.S. EIA
2020). In 2018, California consumed about 12,666 million therms of natural gas. Contra Costa
County consumed approximately 1,124 million therms of natural gas in the same year,
accounting for approximately nine percent of statewide consumption (CEC 2020b).
Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) provides natural gas service to the Plan Area. PG&E is the
principal distributor of natural gas in Northern California and provides natural gas for residential,
commercial, and industrial markets. The annual gas sale to all markets in 2018 was
approximately 4,794 million therms (CEC 2020c).
9.2.3 Transportation
California’s transportation sector consumed 80.6 million British thermal units (Btu) of energy per
capita in 2017, which ranked 31st in the nation (U.S. EIA 2017). Most gasoline and diesel fuel
sold in California for motor vehicles is refined in California to meet state-specific formulations
required by the California Air Resources Board.
According to the Board of Equalization (BOE), statewide taxable sales figures indicate a total of
15,339 million gallons of gasoline and 3,074 million gallons of diesel fuel were sold in 2018
(CEC 2019b; CDFTA 2018). Although exact estimates are not available by County, retail fuel
outlet survey data indicates Santa Clara Contra Costa County accounted for approximately 2.6
percent and two percent of total statewide gasoline and diesel sales, respectively, in 2018 (CEC
2019c).
9.3 REGULATORY SETTING
The following section focuses on any changes to the regulatory setting that have occurred since
certification of the 2014 Specific Plan EIR. Chapter 9 (Greenhouse Gas Emissions and
Energy), Section 9.2 (Regulatory Setting) of the 2014 EIR includes the regulatory setting for
GHG emissions and energy and is still current for this SEIR, except as noted below.

9 (19077) (PRD)-rev
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As discussed in Section 9.3.2 of this SEIR, the State of California has adopted additional
(codified) goals and plans for the purposes of reducing GHG emissions through 2030.
Therefore, this SEIR compares estimated emissions against an interpolated efficiency metric of
1.84 MTCO2e/SP/YR for the Year 2040 to help evaluate the significance of proposed Specific
Plan’s GHG emissions. The 1.84 MTCO2e/SP/YR efficiency metric demonstrates substantial
progress toward future GHG emission reduction goals at the state-level.1 While the interpolated
project-specific goal of 1.84 MTCO2e/SP/YR for Year 2040 is a helpful proxy for demonstrating
substantial progress toward future state GHG emission reduction goals, it is also important that
the proposed Specific Plan be consistent with plans, policies, and regulations for the purposes
of reducing GHG emissions, as the strategies / requirements contained in these documents also
address GHG emission reduction goals through the region and state. Thus, in addition to
demonstrating consistency with the interpolated 2040 project-specific efficiency metric, this EIR
also relies upon consistency with the following plans to determine the significance of the
proposed Specific Plan’s GHG emissions:






CARB 2017 Climate Change Scoping Plan, including the 2017 Climate Change Scoping
Plan’s recommended interpolated-2040 2030 and 2040 per capita GHG efficiency metrics of
4 and 2 MTCO2e per capita per year, respectively;
2040 Plan Bay Area;
2017 BAAQMD Clean Air Plan;
City El Cerrito Climate Action Plan; and
City of Richmond Climate Action Plan.

In addition, the following criteria have been added to the CEQA Guidelines Appendix G 2 (see
new [c] and [d] below) and, as shown below, the proposed project would also be considered to
have a significant energy impact if it would:
(c) Result in potentially significant environmental impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or
unnecessary consumption of energy resources, during project construction or operation; or
(d)

Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy or energy efficiency.

9.4.2 Pertinent Project Changes
Figures 3-4 through 3-8 in Chapter 3 (Description of Project Changes) illustrate the proposed
Specific Plan Update site plan. The project proposes adding an additional 2,500 dwelling units
to the Specific Plan Area, as well as 100,000 square feet of commercial space. The Plan
Update also includes expanding the Plan Area to include an approximately two-acre parcel at
the southern Plan Update Area boundary. The additional development capacity proposed by the
1AB

32 required the state to reduce its emissions to 1990 levels by 2020 SB 32 and EO S-3-05 further
establish goals of reductions state-wide emissions 40 and 80 percent below 1990 levels by 2030 and
2050, respectively. 2040 is the halfway point between 2030 and 2050; thus, half the reductions that need
to occur between 2030 and 2050 should be achieved by 2040 (i.e., 60 percent below 1990 levels by
2040). Using the efficiency metric for 2020, 4.6 MTCO 2e/SP/YR and reducing it by 60 percent results in a
derived efficiency metric of 1.84 MTCO 2e/SP/YR for 2040 (4.6 MTCO2e/SP/YR * (1 – 0.6) = 1.84
MTCO2e/SP/YR). The City is not adopting nor proposing to use 1.84 MTCO 2e/SP as a CEQA GHG
threshold for general use; rather, it is only intended for use on this project.
2CEQA

Guidelines appendix G, items VI(a and b) have been added since the 2014 Certified EIR.
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development. The quantity of wood-burning fireplaces assumed by CalEEMod were
added to natural-gas powered fireplaces.
 Mobile Sources:
o

o

Trip Generation and Distance: The default, weekday, and weekend trip
generation rates were replaced to reflect the trip generation rates prepared by
Fehr and Peers for the Specific Plan Update (Fehr and Peers, 2022). The
average trip distance was also adjusted to 6.13 miles per trip to reflect the VMT
estimate prepared for the Specific Plan Update by Fehr and Peers (Fehr and
Peers, 2022).1
Emission Factors: Vehicle emission factors were updated based on derived
EMFAC2021 (Version 1.0.1) emission rates for Contra Costa County in the Year
2040, consistent with the methodology described in the CalEEMod User’s Guide
Appendix A (CAPCOA, 2021).

 Water/Wastewater: As provided in the Water Supply Assessment (WSA) prepared for the
proposed Specific Plan Update, the additional development capacity proposed by the
Plan Update would use approximately 123.74 million gallons of water per year (EBMUD
2021).
 Stationary Sources: Development proposed by the Specific Plan Update may require the
use of emergency back-up generators to power fire pumps in the event that electricity is
shut off to buildings (e.g., during rolling brownouts or Public Safety Power Shutoffs). The
CalEEMod run conducted for the proposed Specific Plan Update conservatively
assesses potential emissions associated with the operation of 33, 100 horsepower
diesel generators each operating for 146 hours per year. This assumption is
conservative, because: 1) it assumes a new back-up generator would be required for
approximately every new project proposed under implementation of the Specific Plan
Update, and 2) the runtime estimate of 146 hours covers 50 hours of annual testing
(maximum allowed under CARB’s Airborne Toxic Control Measure for Stationary
Compression Ignition Engines and Section 330.3 of BAAQMD Regulation 9, Rule 8) and
four (4) additional days (i.e., 96 hours) of runtime in the event of an emergency.
The estimated emissions associated with the proposed Specific Plan Update are presented
below in Table 9-1.
As shown in Table 9-1, implementation of the proposed Specific Plan Update would result in a
net mass increase of approximately 12,149 MTCO2e under Year 2040 conditions. The
proposed Plan Update Area’s GHG emissions, on a service population efficiency basis, would
be reduced to approximately 1.76 MTCO2e/SP/YR, which is below both the BAAQMD current
annual emissions threshold of 4.6 MTCO2e/SP/YR for Year 2040 and the 2040 project-specific
goal used to demonstrate
1Fehr

and Peers estimates that the additional development capacity proposed by the Specific Plan
Update would result in approximately 88,553 daily VMT. This estimate was scaled upwards by a factor of
347 days to estimate annual emissions generated by mobile sources, the same adjustment factor used in
CARB’s 2000-2012 Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory, and divided through by an annualized
estimate of trip generation to derive an average trip length of 6.13 miles per trip. The multiplication factor
of 347 days accounts for differences in mobile source activity on weekdays and weekends (CARB, 2014).
9 (19077) (PRD)-rev
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